
















--- - I AT PWCETON; 1s CLOSE FRlEND OF DK ERDMAN 
PRINCEION, NEW JERSEY, SAWRDAY, JULY 1, 1950 - Ito plead f o r  his coantrp'a inde~cb  

(COnfixu~U f r~~ l l  WP* OIU) de& with F'resident W&W ~ i & .  

iSflGm RHK PRESIDENT OF KOREA, GOT DOflORATE DEGREE I Ian outatanding . p o k e m a n  for d e w  ~ e m i n g  to princeton to 
craey by the age  of twenty. I n  1895, in dlexander Hall o n  October 19. 

I AT PRINCETON IN 1910; IS CLOSE FRIEND OF DR. C. R ERDMAN / / he founded and edited the fid daily 1919, Presideat Rhcc e ~ l l e d  f o r  t h e  
newspaper e r e r  to be ~ u b l i s h d  in ]world "to accept Iiorea as an inde- - I gore; - the  Daily ~mpeiial ,  IasMng 'pendent government, founded oa t h e  

Destitute Fmanciall, bt war Circn ; In c r  t o  L. . ivm u p  to t h a t  t i m  out  agairut the Russian and Japan- principle6 u p r e d  in  the American 

Free mom and Board at j I Dr. Edvard S. Corrin, H & m i c k  dominated Yi government of KO- Declaration of Independence. and ex- 
Pmfeswr of Jutisprude-, Emeritus, In  1837, he was imprisoned for  his pressed b y  Woodrow Wilson d u r i n g  

Seminary Here 
I :-Its thbt  the  frontispime of Dr. attacks a t  the behest of the Russians the World War." --- 

I 
jRhet'a dissertation was so gocd tha t  and s e n t e n d  to die. Daily for  *Yen Dr. Rhee returned to Korer  i n  

'I nevvr forget  thc  happy day. 1 l i t  ru used as a m d e l  and sample months in Karnolcsu prison in Seoul  1945. On August 15. 1!+48. he was 
was priril& t o  cnjay in Princeton" !pae r r r e  given to  all students. the  Young editor m-m tortured by fire elected President of t h e  new Re- - a r e  the words of Dr. Sl-hgman 

Still financially e m b m s s e d .  Dr. "* with public of Korea, and baa continued R k .  President of the embattled Re- 1 
,It& m i v e d  permimi- t o  publish It a *le a prisoner, according to fight for  KO- indeprndena  and 

public of K o r e r  They a r e  part  of 8 

I letter aent by Dr. Rhee on March his E a t o n l  thesis a year l n e r  the to Dr- E h q  that Dr. Rh* fht  ?ucuritY- 

End.  1949 to  Dr. Charles R. Erdmnn. 
In~t>rd of his  de- In Janonry. 1911, died the Christian priciples with Dr. Erdm- d m *  h i d e n t  
hn west -ivd 8 letter from which he had come into contact earl- Rhee as a man r h o  "loved dcmoeracy; 

Sr, of Princeton, long a friend and 
I I ) ~ .  from on the station- ier at tbc P d  J a i  Methodist Minion "u a Christian, cduchtor, 4 pat- 

advisor of the  h s i d e n t  cr). of the Young Mmvs Christian School in Koma. A copy of the riot." Said Dr. Erdman. "Ihc honesty. 
In 1905. Dr. Rhee met the R e v e d  

Erneat F. Hall, formerly of t h e  
Isrincetbn Thcnlogic~l  .%tninary. n o r  
ruiding in Elkton. Yar)-Iand. who I 
ru in K o m  on migionnry work f o r .  
the Presbyterian Church. In 1908. Dr. 1 Dr. Hall, reached a t  him home in 
H d  introduced t h e  future President 

- 
ro Dr. Erdman who assisted him in  h. SyIlgUW9 Rbw 
gaining admittance to Princeton Uni- 
rersity to  r tudy f o r  the De- of 
-.or of Philosophy in international- 
po!iticr He received his fim in 
1910. 

con- with Pr ina tbn  i s  b~ counted as my f o t ~ i g n  languages" 
to k found in a let ter  scnt from Hu- ( Desti tute financial!)-, the Korean 

that  Dr. Rhee ran the recipient of I I 
he sought Korea representation in 

rnrd Univenitp, v h e m  he ru M y -  scholar  was  gi::ren free room and I After  his s tay  at Princeton, Dr. the  Portsmouth Conference a t  t h e  

ing for the D e g m  of Hast- of A*, Rhee retorned t o  Korea, then d e r  end of the R-apanese ru, 
board at the Princeton Theo!&ml "'""f 

'jndne- Irom both Dr. 

to Andrew Fleming We- Seminary  o n  the condition that  he man and Hdl' the name of 
th .Untnom friend- is my- 

the  domination of  the Japaner.  In Korea m fact, turned mu to 
--in. h h  d n i r e  b study take  8 -*in number of anna in1 1912, he fed the country to enup the hated Japanwe at !he c o n c h i o n  
a t  Princeton for  h i s  doctom1 degree. rr.ligious fields. In preparation for his;  imprisonmenti by t h e  J a p m w  of the Coderenee  
D ~ .  ~ h e e  a k e d  t o  be excused f rom d m t a r a l  diswrta:ion. Dr. Rhee W k  Rhee did not come to Princtton went to ~ ~ n i i .  H~ became I n  1918, Dr. R h e  applied for 
the c a o m o r y  &man l a n p e  re- graduate  courses in intcl.nn:ional law 

" J politie;ll inn-t: rather h e  Was in Missionary work and founded a passport to attend the P d a  Peue 
,p;rcment, b e -  he was "more o r  2nd dip!omacy, An?erican 5ir!ov, tmd the 'lredy a for his in H~~~ Conference to pl- *in gorea*s 
Ins familiar w:th m\-erP1 I a n g u a g s "  !U.o coutscs in t5r h.i:<asy of ph:l+ "md veteran of revolutionary claims for  independence. However, b y  

Dr. Rhee's letter continues: sophy. Born an March 1st. 1919, the Indepea- the personal order of Res ident  Wil- 
'Besides my own tongue, in which The  subject of Dr. Rhct's docto& On March 26th, and dent  Party in Korea .t;rgcd a p ~ -  son. the passport - refused, to 

I am known a s  a gwd writer, Laring thesis was "Neutnli ty 4 s  l n f u r n c d  b u ~ h t  to drp'Ore Olrilinnity and !five m l t  againat the I a p a n e r  Dr. prevent the " e r n b a r n u m n t v '  of  J a p  
lccn  &!!or of the Imperial Daily in by the Vnited Sl;l?rr." T'ris doc.. Rhee Rhee was elected President of the an a t  the Conference. l h u l  for ten y e a n ;  t h  O ~ W M  I!ter- r m  marded one o? tht. ?:ph~s: grd- , (Coutmttef * P g *  n'r) I pm\.isional government, but was pn- Following World W a r  11, Prwident 
- -- able to  come to Korea mince the J a g  Rhee declined to lead a n y  individual 

m e s e  qvickly put doun  the mvol t  Korean party, but formed inittead t h e  
,lns!ed, he came to the United Stst- (Continred a papa fa) 

Korean Independence, to which a l l  
pmtiea b u t  t h e  Communist m b v n i  
I t  =an a t  this  t ime t h a t  Dr. Rhee 
first declared publicly that  gore, 
would never accept the  M o w =  d e i -  
sion imposing a trusteeship on K o r e a  

Despite a Vnited Nation's deci- 
aion ca!ling f o r  a free election in 
Korea. the Russians refused to per- 
mit the U.!!. . Comn~ission to come 
n o ~ t h  of t h e  38th parallel. Finally a n  
election war  held in  the  f m  portion 
of south Korea and Dr. Rhee be- 
came President on August 15. 1918. 

Dr. Enlman, commenting on present 
United S ta tes  actions in  the Korean 
crisiy said t h a t  he c o n s i d e d  Dr. 
Rhee a man of grea t  integriv. ubom , 
this country ahould mppor t  in this' 
time of need. "He ia a demoerat,l 
hates tyranny. and has the interests 
of his people a t  heart." noted Dr. 
Erdman. 

An idea of  President Rhee's atti- 
t d e  to& the United S t s t u  m a y  
be gfeaned by two exeprpb from h is  
doctornl thesis written in 1910: 

"The general rules of mch m g n i -  
tion (of independence and belliger- 
ency) were largely atablirhed 
through t h e  influence of the Cni ted .  
States in i t s  relations with the Eu- 
ropean and South American rerolu- 
tionary movements. The rise d i a r c  
tion and thz judicious atatemcnts of 
the American Statesmen s h o r n  in t h e  
diplomatic correspondence of the t ime 
se t  forth a correct example which:  
the  natioru of the world follor." f 

m e  s p h t m  of hostile opentions ( 
h a  hen v d y  limited, the mearu 
of peaceful intercourse w e e n  na- 
t i o w  in time of war has been y a r -  
anteed to a great extent, and. abo\-c 
d l ,  freedom of neutral comrnem en- 
krgd and safeguarded. In spite o f  
all the opposition m i 4  by the grea t  
European maritime powers, the Vnit- 
ed States, by ita persistent advocacy 
of liberal views, has contributed a 
larger portion of influence toward 

nation in the wo~.ld." 

I 
these accomplishments than m y  o t h e r ,  

I t  is t o  this  man. Dr. Syngman 
Rhee, r h o l a r .  Christian. and pam'ot, 
the  Komnns .look for leademhip, .nd 
the  world looks in hope. 
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