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THE FIRST COMMENCEMENT 

A S a t i r e by Lewis M o r r i s , J r . 

1748 

Few r e c o r d s s u r v i v e of the events of November 6, 1748 when 

the C o l l e g e of New Jers e y ( P r i n c e t o n ) f i r s t convened t o award 

degrees and commence o p e r a t i o n s under i t s c o r r e c t e d Royal 

C h a r t e r . The s o l e news a c c o u n t , an " a d v i c e " ( p r o b a b l y p r e p a r e d 

by Thomas A r t h u r , c l e r k of t h e C o l l e g e T r u s t e e s ) , appeared i n t h e 

Boston News-Letter o f December 1 . The b r i e f paragraph t e s t i f i e d 

t h a t t h e C o l l e g e o f New Jersey adhered t o t h e forms o f B r i t i s h 

c o l l e g i a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s and i m p l i e d t h a t i t was n o t a n o t h e r 

i n f o r m a l e v a n g e l i c a l Academy, such as t h e Log C o l l e g e a t 

Neshaminy. A f t e r t he 1741 schism o f t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n Church i n t o 

Old S i d e r s ( c r i t i c s o f t h e Great Awakening) and New S i d e r s 

( s u p p o r t e r s o f e v a n g e l i c a l r e l i g i o n ) , t h e t r a i n i n g o f m i n i s t e r s 

and t h e i n c u l c a t i o n of r i g h t d o c t r i n e had become m a t t e r s o f 

i n t e n s e c o n t r o v e r s y . Jonathan D i c k i n s o n and t h e New Side 

p a r t i s a n s who founded t h e C o l l e g e o f New Jersey i n 1746 wished t o 

i n v e s t t h e i r m i n i s t e r i a l t r a i n e e s w i t h l e g i t i m a c y as w e l l as 

a b i l i t y . The p u b l i c debut of the T r u s t e e s , F a c u l t y , and s t u d e n t 

body on November 9, 1748 was r e p r e s e n t e d i n t h e " a d v i c e " so that 

i t seemed a model of B r i t i s h c o l l e g i a t e r e g u l a r i t y . 

"We have A d v i c e , That on Wednesday the 9 t h of l a s t Month, 

was h e l d a t Newark Che f i r s t Commencement of the C o l l e g e of New-



J e r s e y ; when t h e Rev. Mr. Aaron Burr was unanimously chosen 

P r e s i d e n t o f t h e s a i d C o l l e g e by the T r u s t e e s ; and S i x young 

S c h o l a r s were a d m i t t e d t o t h e Degree of B a t c h e l o r o f A r t s . A f t e r 

w h i c h , His E x c e l l e n c y Jonathan B e l c h e r , Esq; Governour and 

Commander i n C h i e f o f t h a t P r o v i n c e , h a v i n g d e c l a r e d h i s D e s i r e 

t o accept from t h a t C o l l e g e t h e Degree o f Master o f A r t s ; t h e 

o t h e r T r u s t e e s i n a j u s t Sense of t h e Honour done t h e C o l l e g e by 

h i s E x c e l l e n c y ' s Condescention most h e a r t i l y g r a n t e d h i s Request, 

and t h e P r e s i d e n t r i s i n g uncover'd address'd h i m s e l f t o h i s 

E x c e l l e n c y ; and a c c o r d i n g t o the A u t h o r i t y committed t o him by 

t h e Royal C h a r t e r , a f t e r t h e Manner of t h e Academies i n England, 

a d m i t t e d him t o t h e Degree o f Master o f A r t s " ( B o s t o n News-Letter 

2 4 3 3 ) . 

That t h e C o l l e g e possessed a r o y a l c h a r t e r , t h a t i t 

e x e r c i s e d t h a t c h e r i s h e d c h a r t e r r i g h t o f p r a c t i c i n g s e l f -

government, t h a t i t g r a n t e d l e g a l l y - r e c o g n i z e d d e grees, and t h a t 

i t e n j o y e d t h e a c t i v e s u p p o r t o f t h e c h i e f e x e c u t i v e o f t h e 

p r o v i n c e s h o u l d have gone a l o n g way toward s i l e n c i n g Old S i d e r 

c r i t i c s of t h e e n t e r p r i s e . I n t r u t h , t h e d e m o n s t r a t i o n had 

l i t t l e immediate p o s i t i v e e f f e c t . I n 1745 t h e Old S i d e r s had 

e r e c t e d t h e i r own academy around Rev. Frances A l i s o n a t New 

London, M a r y l a n d . O b d u r a t e l y they a t t e m p t e d t o make th e 

i n s t i t u t i o n v i a b l e d e s p i t e the s u s p i c i o n o f f o r e i g n Reformed 

C h r i s t i a n bodies and the i n d i f f e r e n c e of n a t i v e d i s s e n t i n g 

d e n o m i n a t i o n s ( M i l l e r 6 4 - 6 5 ) . 

The Old S i d e r s were not a l o n e i n t h e i r f r u s t r a t i o n a t t h e 

s p e c t a c l e i n Newark. A Churchman (communicant of the Church o f 

England) i n the crowd of n o t a b l e s gathered a t commencement a l s o 



viewed t h e p r o c e e d i n g s w i t h a j a u n d i c e d eye. That p e r t u r b e d 

w i t n e s s , Lewis M o r r i s , J r . , had s u f f i c i e n t w i t t o f a s h i o n h i s 

m i s g i v i n g s i n t o a 218 l i n e d o g g e r e l parody o f t h e Commencement. 

I t s u r v i v e s as the l o n g e s t , f u n n i e s t , and most i n f o r m a t i v e 

account of the day P r i n c e t o n i n a u g u r a t e d p u b l i c e x e r c i s e s . 

I n a way t h e poem may be seen as an e x q u i s i t e p i e c e o f 

revenge. The a u t h o r ' s f a t h e r . Gov. Lewis M o r r i s , had been d u r i n g 

h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n the p r i n c i p a l opponent of t h e p l a n t o 

e s t a b l i s h a d i s s e n t i n g C o l l e g e i n New J e r s e y . A Churchman 

and an o l d - s t y l e Whig, t h e Governor d i d not w i s h t o d i s t u r b t h e 

balance of power by g r a n t i n g t h e New L i g h t C a l v i n i s t s so g r e a t a 

f a v o r . Both Quakers and Churchmen e x e r c i s e d s u b s t a n t i a l 

p o l i t i c a l i n f l u e n c e i n t h e p r o v i n c e . So, d e s p i t e t h e i m p o r t u n i n g 

o f o l d a l l i e s such as James Alexander and W i l l i a m S m i t h , and 

d e s p i t e t h e p l e a s o f h i s second s on. J u s t i c e Robert Hunter 

M o r r i s , t h e Old Governor went t o the grave i n 1746 s a y i n g nay. 

The Governor's f i r s t son and p r i n c i p a l h e i r , Lewis M o r r i s , J r . , 

echoed t h e d e m u r r a l i n s a t i r i c v e r s e . 

Lewis M o r r i s , J r . c o u l d w e l l a p p r e c i a t e t h e z e s t w i t h w h i c h 

the T r u s t e e s b r a n d i s h e d t h e i r C h a r t e r d u r i n g t h e c e r e m o n i e s — t h e 

C h a r t e r denied t o them by the deceased Governor. The poet had 

wi t n e s s e d from a f a r the tremendous e n e r g i e s expended by h i s 

f a t h e r ' s o l d f r i e n d , W i l l i a m S m i t h , t o procure the document—how 

he and James Alexander persuaded the W i l l i a m H a m i l t o n , the 

s e n i l e i n t e r i m g o v e r n o r , t o f o r g e t h i s Church of England s c r u p l e s 

and g r a n t l e g a l a u t h o r i z a t i o n f o r a C o l l e g e o f d i s s e n t e r s . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , the poet saw the C o l l e g e ' s backers quash a l e g a l 



c h a l l e n g e Co Che g r a n t by i r a t e Churchmen. The l e g a l coup was as 

i n g e n i o u s as i t was a m b i t i o u s . The T r u s t e e s and t h e i r a l l i e s 

managed t o e n g i n e e r t h e appointment o f t h e r o y a l g o v e r n o r , a 

governor who would r e g r a n t t h e Royal C h a r t e r i n an unimpeachable 

form (Wertenbaker 2 5 ) . They chose t h e i r p r o s p e c t w e l l . J onathan 

B e l c h e r , a n a t i v e of New England and son of H a r v a r d , had 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d h i m s e l f as champion o f u n a d u l t e r a t e d C a l v i n i s m . He 

had known and s u p p o r t e d George I when s t i l l t he E l e c t o r of 

Hanover and had i n s p i r e d such good w i l l among E n g l i s h d i s s e n t i n g 

c i r c l e s t h a t Rev. Isaac Watts composed an ode c e l e b r a t i n g 

B e l c h e r ' s appointment as Governor o f M a s s a c h u s e t t s . D u r i n g h i s 

g o v e r n o r s h i p i n t h e 1730s he took p a i n s t o ease Harvard's 

f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s ( S h i p t o n 4 4 - 5 7 ) . S h o r t l y a f t e r assuming 

o f f i c e i n New J e r s e y B e l c h e r t u r n e d a t t e n t i o n t o c o r r e c t i n g 

H a m i l t o n ' s f l a w e d C h a r t e r . The C o l l e g e had assembled on November 

9, 1748, t o e x h i b i t the new c o n s t i t u t i o n . I f we are t o j u d g e by 

t h e s a t i r i s t ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s , t h e s p e a k e r s ' a l l u s i o n s t o t h e 

p r e c i o u s c h a r t e r were r e p e t i t i v e t o the p o i n t o f c o m p u l s i o n . 

A c t i v i t i e s commenced w i t h o a t h s o f l o y a l t y t o t h e Hanoverian 

s u c c e s s i o n and e n m i t y t o p o p i s h r e c u s a n t s "as c h a r t e r d i d 

D e c l a r e . " And we a r e l e d t o b e l i e v e a l l subsequent e v e n t s from 

the o r d e r of march i n the academic p r o c e s s i o n t o c e r e m o n i a l dram-

d r i n k i n g were animated by c h a r t e r mandates. So a l l - e n c o m p a s s i n g 

was the document's wisdom t h a t the c l e r k of the C o l l e g e "hoped 

That Every spark/ s h o u l d t a k e i t as h i s c r e e d . " 

I n the c l e r k ' s d e s i r e , M o r r i s i n d u l g e s i n a w i t t y coup. 

Jonathan D i c k i n s o n and o t h e r of the moving s p i r i t s behind the 

c o l l e g e f i r s t came t o n o t i c e d u r i n g the s u b s c r i p t i o n c o n t r o v e r s y 



o f t h e 1720s, t h e debate which h e r a l d e d t h e Old Side/New Side 

schism. At i s s u e was whether the Westminster C o n f e s s i o n o f F a i t h 

( i n e f f e c t , t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n c r e e d ) s h o u l d be deemed t h e 

necessary c o n s t i t u t i o n o f the P r e s b y t e r i a n Church r e q u i r i n g 

a b s o l u t e s u b s c r i p t i o n by any m i n i s t e r or member. D i c k i n s o n and 

h i s a l l i e s argued t h e n e g a t i v e , h o l d i n g t h a t t h e s c r i p t u r e s 

c o n s t i t u t e d t h e o n l y a b s o l u t e c o n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e Church ( M i l l e r 

1 0 - 1 2 ) . M o r r i s ' s j o k e : t h a t t he New S i d e r s who denied c r e d a l 

c o n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e i r f a i t h were t r a n s f o r m i n g t h e i r C h a r t e r i n t o 

a h o l y c r e e d . 

The s a t i r i s t had the p e r s p i c a c i t y t o i d e n t i f y t h e deeper 

s t r a t e g y b e h i n d B e l c h e r ' s g r a n t o f t h e c h a r t e r and s e r v i c e as 

p r e s i d e n t o f the T r u s t e e s : 

The S t a n d e r s by De c l a r e d 

They Knew why he was Sent 

To Make a c o a l i t i o n 

T w i x t C a l v i n and o l d Knox 

f o r i t was h i s a m b i t i o n 

To Ape The w i l y f o x ( 1 1 . 39-44) 

The Governor's p a r t i c i p a t i o n would, M o r r i s s u s p e c t e d , r e p a i r t h e 

breach between t h e New L i g h t s ( C a l v i n ) and Old S i d e r s ( K n o x ) . 

His presence on the d a i s promised the c o n s o l i d a t i o n o f a 

reformed C h r i s t i a n i n t e r e s t , a pr o s p e c t f e a r e d by ()uaker and 

Churchmen. While t h i s may have been B e l c h e r ' s fond a m b i t i o n and 

Che hope of many in a t t a n d e n c e , no compromise was reached u n t i l 

1758 and then o n l y because the Old S i d e r s saw t h e potency o f the 

e v a n g e l i c a l i n t e r e s t i n c r e a s e weekly as they themselves 



d i m i n i s h e d . The p r o p h e t i c M o r r i s d i d n o t doubt who i n t h e 

c o n f e d e r a t i o n would g a i n the upper hand i f and when i t came 

abo u t : t h e New S i d e r s . They r u l e d t h e C o l l e g e a t i t s b i r t h and 

would r u l e i n any f u t u r e c o n s o l i d a t i o n . 

The poet c h a r a c t e r i z e d t h e d i r e c t o r s o f t h e C o l l e g e as 

" I t i n e r a n t T r u s t e e s from Every Shore" ( 1 . 1 3 ) . He i n t e n d e d t h e 

phrase t o t r i g g e r a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h t h e c o n t r o v e r s y over 

e v a n g e l i c a l i t i n e r a n c y t h a t raged d u r i n g the l a t t e r days o f t h e 

Great Awakening. The h a r r o w i n g o f c o n g r e g a t i o n s by wandering 

p r e a c h e r s such as James Davenport had prompted c o n s e r v a t i v e s t o 

charge t h e i r r a t i o n a l d e s t r u c t i o n o f c h u r c h o r d e r by 

" e n t h u s i a s t s . " Many o f the accused had been t r a i n e d by W i l l i a m 

Tennent a t t h e Log C o l l e g e . Since t h e p r i n c i p a l d i r e c t o r s o f t h a t 

i n s t i t u t i o n were absorbed i n t o t he g o v e r n i n g c o u n c i l o f t h e 

C o l l e g e o f New J e r s e y upon t h e death o f Tennent i n 1746, t h e 

man t l e of i t i n e r a n c y now r e s t e d on t h e s h o u l d e r o f t h e T r u s t e e s 

(Craven 3 0 8 - 1 4 ) . That the " I t i n e r a n t T r u s t e e s " came " f r o m Every 

Shore" r e g i s t e r s M o r r i s ' s awareness o f t h e a m b i t i o u s scope of t h e 

e n t e r p r i s e . The C o l l e g e had been designed and h i s t o r y would 

prove i t t o be a c o s m o p o l i t a n i n s t i t u t i o n , a t t r a c t i n g s t u d e n t s 

from t h e s o u t h and West I n d i e s as w e l l as the m i d d l e c o l o n i e s . 

The make up of the T r u s t e e s r e f l e c t e d t he f a c t t h a t t he C o l l e g e 

looked beyond the boundaries of New Jer s e y i n i t s a m b i t i o n . 

Though M o r r i s r e c o g n i z e d the c o s m o p o l i t a n scope of the 

enterprise, he d i d not doubt t h a t i n terms of d o c t r i n e t he p l a n 

o f the i n s t i t u t i o n was r e s t r i c t e d . The poet u n d e r s t o o d the 

C o l l e g e t o be a n u r s e r y of r e l i g i o u s n o n - c o n f o r m i t y . D e s p i t e 

a f f i r m a t i o n s of r e l i g i o u s l i b e r t y i n the C o l l e g e ' s c h a r t e r , the 



T r u s t e e s i n t e n d e d t o conduct a p a r t i s a n i n s t i t u t i o n . I n d e e d , 

M o r r i s would have us b e l i e v e t h a t t he T r u s t e e s b e l i e v e d t h e i r 

C h a r t e r t o p r o h i b i t a d m i s s i o n t o members o f t h e Church o f 

England. 

p u r s u a n t To T h e i r c h a r t e r 

Each one Did Roundly Swear 

That They would g i v e no Q u a r t e r 

To Those That Dont D e c l a r e 

No churchman Ere s h a l l Enter 

w i t h i n t h e i r c o l l e d g e g a t e 

and s h o u l d he Dare t o v e n t u r e 

E x p u l s i o n i s h i s f a t e ( 1 1 . 45-52) 

M o r r i s ' s c a r i c a t u r e c o n t a i n s a t i n c t u r e o f t r u t h . Though t h e 

C o l l e g e ' s agents would d e c l a r e t h a t " a l l p r o t e s t a n t s , o f every 

d e n o m i n a t i o n , who are l o y a l s u b j e c t s t o our MOST GRACIOUS 

SOVEREIGN . . . a r e a d m i t t e d t o t h e enjoyment o f a l l i t s 

p r i v i l e g e s , and a l l o w e d t he u n l i m i t e d e x e r c i s e o f t h e i r 

r e l i g i o n " (Tennent & Davies 1 8 0 ) , Churchmen, A r m i n i a n s , 

S o c i a n s , and Quakers would f i n d l i t t l e welcome a t Nassau H a l l i n 

the decades t o come (Humphrey 7 9 ) . 

On t h e morning of November 9, 1748, Rev. Aaron B u r r was 

e l e c t e d g u a r d i a n of the n u r s e r y of N o n c o n f o r m i t y . Burr had been 

de f a c t o p r e s i d e n t d u r i n g much o f the C o l l e g e ' s o p e r a t i o n under 

the q u e s t i o n a b l e c h a r t e r of 1746, succeeding p r e s i d e n t Jonathan 

D i c k i n s o n who e x p i r e d a f t e r f o u r months' t u t o r i n g o f t h e 

C o l l e g e ' s f i r s t c l a s s . The Burr o f M o r r i s ' s p o r t r a i t i s an 

audacious d i s t o r t i o n of the e n e r g e t i c , young m i n i s t e r known t o 



p o s t e r i t y . I n t h e poem B u r r ' s t h e a t r i c a l p i e t y and h u m i l i t y 

s e r v e as c o u n t e r p a r t s t o B e l c h e r ' s bumptiousness and p r i d e . A 

parody p r a y e r ( a c o n g e r i e s o f f a v o r i t e p e t i t i o n e y f o r m u l a e ) 

s u p p l i e s an i r o n i c example of t h e young p r o p h e t ' s renowned 

f e r v e n c y of a d d r e s s . The o n l o o k e r s ' moaning a t p r a y e r ' s end, i t 

i s s u g g e s t e d , comes more from being s t a r t l e d from t h e i r s o p o r i f i c 

s t u p o r t h a n from t h e r e n d i n g of t h e s p i r i t . The poet a l s o 

paraphrases the p r e s i d e n t ' s p r e f a b r i c a t e d L a t i n address ( t h a t i t 

was w r i t t e n beforehand suggests t h a t t h e P r e s i d e n t ' s L a t i n y was 

t o o shaky t o p e r m i t extemporaneous speech and t w i t s t h e New L i g h t 

p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h spontaneous p r a y e r and s e r m o n i z i n g ) . I t s 

c o n v e n t i o n a l e x p r e s s i o n s of h u m i l i t y M o r r i s t a k e s a t f a c e v a l u e — 

And Aaron s a i d b e s i d e 

he wanted Sense and Weight 

Such m a t t e r s To Decide 

Surpassed h i s Shallow pate ( 1 1 . 177-80) 

And B u r r ' s hopes f o r t h e g r o w t h and p r o f i t o f h i s e n t e r p r i s e a r e 

l i t e r a l i z e d i n t o an i n t e n t i o n "To amass g r e a t g a i n " ( 1 . 1 7 6 ) . The 

most c u r i o u s o f B u r r ' s i n s t r u c t i o n s i s t h a t a d m i n i s t e r e d t o t h e 

g r a d u a t i n g c l a s s . " S t r i c t l y he commanded/ They Never s h o u l d D r i n k 

Water" ( 1 1 . 2 1 1 - 1 2 ) . The i n e b r i a t i o n of the T r u s t e e s s u g g e s t s 

the p r e f e r r e d s u b s t i t u t e was "rumbooze." 

•iJ -.•<: * -/<• 

Lewis M o r r i s , J r . l e a r n e d the t e c h n i q u e s of s a t i r e a t t h e 

elbow of h i s f a t h e r , one of the more p r o l i f i c p o l i t i c a l poets o f 

B r i t i s h America (Cook 100-13). Governor M o r r i s had l e a r n e d 

p o l i t e l e t t e r s as a boy from h i s t u t o r , George K e i t h , r e p u t e d l y 



t h e most b r i l l i a n t i n t e l l e c t u a l i n t h e Delaware V a l l e y d u r i n g t h e 

17th c e n t u r y . He matured d u r i n g t h a t moment i n B r i t i s h l i t e r a r y 

h i s t o r y when p o e t r y developed i t s g r e a t e s t potency as a p o l i t i c a l 

t o o l . I n 1714 he c o l l a b o r a t e d w i t h Governor Robert Hunter o f New 

York ( h i m s e l f a f r i e n d o f S w i f t and l i t e r a r y c o r r e s p o n d e n t o f 

Addison and S t e e l e ) i n the c o m p o s i t i o n of Androboros, a p o l i t i c a l 

f a r c e a t t a c k i n g New York T o r i e s and High Church p a r t i s a n s . 

D u r i n g t h e 1730s i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h W i l l i a m S m i t h , James 

A l e x a n d e r , and Cadwallader Golden he mounted an e f f e c t i v e 

l i t e r a r y a s s a u l t on t h e regime of Gov. Cosby i n New York, a 

campaign wh i c h r e s u l t e d i n t h e Governor's g r e a t u n p o p u l a r i t y . 

The p r i n c i p a l c o m p o s i t i o n s of t h i s campaign, "The Mock Monarchy; 

o r . The Kingdom of t h e Apes" and "The Dream; A R i d d l e " s u r v i v e as 

m a n u s c r i p t s i n f a i r c o p i e s p r e p a red by h i s son, Lewis M o r r i s , J r . 

The e l d e r M o r r i s p r a c t i c e d most of t h e forms o f v e r s e s a t i r e 

t h a t came i n t o p o p u l a r i t y d u r i n g t h e p o l i t i c a l t u r m o i l o f t h e 

l a t e 1 7 t h c e n t u r y : c o u r t b a l l a d s , s a t i r i c f a b l e s , parody 

speeches, parody p e t i t i o n s , mock e l e g i e s , and v e r s e e p i s t l e s . He 

d i d n o t , however, t r y h i s hand a t t h e form o f h i s son's 

commencement poem, the d o g g e r e l d e s c r i p t i v e n a r r a t i v e . The 

genre, which represented i n low l i n g u i s t i c garb i m p o r t a n t e v e n t s 

or ceremonies, c o a l l e s c e d from s e v e r a l e a r l i e r f o r m s : the 

d o g g e r e l n a r r a t i v e of B u t l e r ' s H u d i b r a s , the s a t i r i c urban 

e c l o g u e , and t h e newspaper d i s p a t c h . The genre came Co f u l l 

f r u i t i o n d u r i n g Che r e i g n of Queen Anne, encouraged by e v e n t s 

such as the p u b l i c p r o c e s s i o n of Dr. S e c h e v e r a l l and the 

p o l i t i c a l ceremonies of the mug c l u b s — p o r t e n t o u s p u b l i c 

demonstrations. In B r i t i s h America p r o v i n c i a l wiCs ([uickly 



embraced t h e f o r m . Joseph Green, New England's f o r e m o s t w i t , won 

h i s l a u r e l s w i t h a s e r i e s of s a t i r e s of masonic ceremonies, one 

of w h i c h . E n t e r t a i n m e n t f o r a_ W i n t e r ' s E v e n i n g , must have been 

t h e most emulated s a t i r e produced i n B r i t i s h A m e r i c a . Green's 

l i t e r a r y r i v a l . Rev. Mather B y l e s , p i o n e e r e d the p a r o d i c 

d e s c r i p t i o n of c o l l e g i a t e commencements w i t h h i s famous s a t i r e 

o f a Harvard commencement of the 1720s. B y l e s has t h e a d d i t i o n a l 

i n t e r e s t f o r our purposes of b e i n g t h e s o n - i n - l a w o f Jonathan 

B e l c h e r . 

Much of B y l e s ' s "Commencement" concerns t h e d i v e r s i o n s o f 

the s o c i e t y a t t r a c t e d t o Cambridge f o r t h e c e r e m o n i e s . Yet t h e 

passages d e p i c t i n g commencement i t s e l f p r o v i d e some f o r e t a s t e o f 

M o r r i s ' s p o r t r a i t . 

And now t h e t i m e approaches when t h e b e l l . 

W i t h d u l l c o n t i n u a n c e t o l l s a solemn k n e l l . 

Numbers of blooming y o u t h i n b l a c k a r r a y 

Adorn t h e y e a r d , and gladden a l l t h e day. 

I n two s t r a i t l i n e s they i n s t a n t l y d i v i d e . 

W h i l e each beholds h i s p a r t n e r on t h ' opposing s i d e . 

Then s l o w , m a j e s t i c k , walks the l e a r n e d head, 

The senate f o l l o w w i t h a solemn t r e a d , 

Next l e v ! ' s t r i b e i n reverend o r d e r move, 

W h i l s t the u n i t i n g y outh the show i m p r o v e . 

They glow i n long p r o c e s s i o n t i l l they come. 

Near t o the p o r t a l s of the sacred dome; 

Then on a sudden open f l y the d o o r s . 

The leader e n t e r s , then the croud t h i c k p o u r s . 



The temple i n a moment f e e l s i t s f r e i g h t , 

And c r a c k s beneath i t s v a s t u n w e i l d l y w e i g h t , 

•s- * 

The work begun w i t h p r a y ' r , w i t h modest pace, 

A y o u t h advancing mounts t h e desk w i t h g r a c e . 

To a l l the audience sweeps a c i r c l i n g bow. 

Then from h i s l i p s t e n thousand graces f l o w . 

The n e x t t h a t comes, a l e a r n e d t h e s i s r e a d s . 

The q u e s t i o n s t a t e s , and t h e n a war succeeds. 

Loud m a j o r , m i n o r , and the consequence, 

Amuse t h e crowd, wide-gaping a t t h e i r sence. 

Who speaks the l o u d e s t i s w i t h them t h e b e s t . 

And impudence f o r l e a r n i n g i s c o n f e s t . 

The b a t t l ^ / ^ o ' e r , the s a b l e y o u t h descend. 

And t o the a w f u l c h i e f , t h e i r f o o t s t e p s bend. 

W i t h a s m a l l book, t h e l a u r e l w r e a t h he g i v e s 

J o i n ' d w i t h a pow'r t o use i t a l l t h e i r l i v e s . 

Obsequious, they r e t u r n what they r e c e i v e . 

With decent r e v ' r e n c e , they h i s presence l e a v e . 

D i s m i s s ' d , they s t r a i t r epeat t h e i r backward way, 

And w i t h w h i t e n a p k i ns grace the sumptuous day. 

The d e s c r i p t i o n e v i n c e ^ s a s t u d e n t ' s concern w i t h what s t u d e n t s 

are d o i n g a t commencement. ( M o r r i s makes no mention of t h e L a t i n 

o r a t i o n d e l i v e r e d by s t u d e n t D a n i e l Thane.) The b u t t of B y l e s ' s 

s a t i r e i s not the f a c u l t y , or s t u d e n t body, but the mob who come 

t o gawk at the ceremonies. The w o r t h i n e s s of t h i s s u b j e c t f o r 



s a t i r e i s a t t e s t e d by Matthew Adams "The Sequel o f Commencement" 

which a d m i n i s t e r s a p o e t i c l a s h i n g t o the d i s r u p t e r s o f s o c i a l 

o r d e r on t h e i r ways home from t h e ceremony (New England Weekly 

J o u r n a l # 1 5 ) . 

M o r r i s ' s n e g l e c t o f the crowd i n h i s s a t i r e can be e x p l a i n e d 

v a r i o u s l y . F i r s t , c a r e was t a k e n t o c o n s t r a i n t h e c e l e b r a t i o n s 

a t t e n d i n g t h e commencement a t Newark. Gov, B e l c h e r w r o t e Aaron 

B u r r , " I much approve o f a wise f r u g a l i t y a t t h e S o l e m n i t y you 

mention more E s p e c i a l l y i n our I n f a n t dayes f o r I t h i n k t h e t o o 

common E x t r a v a g a n c i e s and Debauchery a t such t i m e s can do no 

honour t o what may Laudably p r i d e , i t s e l f i n b e i n g c a l l e d a 

Seminary of R e l i g i o n & L e a r n i n g " ( B e l c h e r 1 1 6 ) . Second, t h e 

p o l i t i c a l animus of M o r r i s ' s d i s t r u s t of t h e c o l l e g e , d i c t a t e d 

t h a t t h e r u l e r s and p r o j e c t o r s o f t h e i n s t i t u t i o n be t h e o b j e c t s 

o f h i s a t t e n t i o n . Thus, i t i s the T r u s t e e s who t a k e t h e p l a c e o f 

the crowd as e x t r a v a g a n t debauchees, b e s o t t e d w i t h rum and 

r o y a l c i d e r . 

Whether t h e T r u s t e e s were i n f a c t drunk i s i n d e t e r m i n a b l e . 

D r a m - d r i n k i n g o c c u r r e d as a " s e a l " of n e a r l y every p u b l i c 

t r a n s a c t i o n i n e a r l y America. Yet i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o c o n c e i v e 

t h a t the p r i n c i p a l men o f the e v a n g e l i c a l i n t e r e s t i n t h e m i d d l e 

c o l o n i e s drank t o e x t r a v a g a n c e . The c o n v e n t i o n s o f d o g g e r e l 

p e r m i t t e d g r e a t leeway c o n c e r n i n g the accuracy o f one's 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s ; indeed e x a g g e r a t i o n was the r u l e . 

M o r r i s employed a l l those a b r a s i v e t e c h n i q u e s which B u t l e r 

p e r f e c t e d t o r E n g l i s h p o e t s : f e m i n i n e end rimeii,-- s h o r t l i n e 

c o u p l e t s , f a m i l i a r tone of a d d r e s s , the employment of low d i c t i o n 

f o r e x a l t e d m a t t e r s , s l a n g , and puns. A t w e n t y - s i x l i n e p r o l o g u e 



s e t t h e scene. The b u l k o f t h e d e s c r i p t i o n t o o k t h e f o r m o f a 

" d i t t y , " a l e n g t h y sung n a r r a t i v e i n t r i m e t e r s or t e t r a m e t e r s . 

True t o t h e s p e c i e s , M o r r i s was c a v a l i e r about t h e o r d e r o f h i s 

remarks or t h e i r comprehensiveness. So l o n g as t h e t a r g e t s o f 

th e s a t i r e were r e c o g n i z a b l e and t h e i r d i g n i t y s u b v e r t e d , t h e 

: x ' . . . . . . 

s a t i r e s u c c e s s f u l . The end of d o g g e r e l i s t o c r e a t e a sense 

of a p p o s i t e r i d i c u l o u s n e s s . Lewis M o r r i s , J r . accomplished t h i s 

a t l e a s t i n h i s d i t t y about t h e f i r s t commencement. 

N o n e t h e l e s s , one s u s p e c t s t h a t when Mather B y l e s , J r . , 

d i s p a t c h e d h i s v e r s e e p i s t l e on November 5, 1747, "To H i s 

E x c e l l e n c y , Governour BELCHER," c o n g r a t u l a t i n g h i s g r a n d f a t h e r 

upon h i s appointment t o the e x e c u t i v e o f New J e r s e y , t h a t t h e 

young H a r v a r d u n d e r g r a d u a t e ' s prophecy t h a t 

Rapt t o your Banks s h a l l Science be convey'd. 

And Poets s i n g i n e v ' r y s acred Shade. 

As Watts t o B e l c h e r b i d t h e Muses s i n g , 

And t u n e f u l l B y l e s wak'd e v ' r y v o c a l S t r i n g ; 

I n l o f t y Sounds, h i g h - s w e l l i n g t o the s k i e s . 

S h a l l o t h e r W a t t s ' s , o t h e r B y l e s ' s r i s e : 

would be f u l f i l l e d by the d o g g e r e l musings o f the one J e r s e y poet 

who b o t h e r e d t o acknowledge the Governor's appearance on the 

scene, Lewis M o r r i s , J r . 
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Lewis M o r r i s , J r . 

[The Commencement, 1748.] 

I l l t e l l You a S t o r y Most odd i n i t s Kind 

I f you c a n t u n d e r s t a n d l i e Sweare you a r e b l i n d 

T i s not o f bears Salamanders or c a t t s 

Nor y e t The Strange S i g h t o f Devouring R a t t s 

but T h i s when you hear pray do Remember 5 

That I t came To pass The N i n t h o f November 

I t was a commencement a t Newark Town 

Then Pr e s e n t one D e l e g a t e from t h e crown 

The commander i n c h i e f a Man of renown 

besides he was p r e s i d e n t o f t h e T r u s t e e s 10 

who hummed about him L i k e so many Bees 

The c h a r t e r had Named 16 gentlemen more 

I t i n e r a n t T r u s t e e s f r o m Every Shore 

whose p r i n c i p l e s Ime T o l d i n Days o f y o r e 

g r e a t l y D i v i d e d The b a b y l o n i c k whore 15 

And i f h i s t o r i e s o n l y T r u t h R e l a t e 

I n Solemn Judgment They T o l d C h a r l e s ' s f a t e 

f i r s t They swore and s i g n e d The D e c l a r a t i o n 

o r d a i n e d by The S t a t u t e s of The N a t i o n 

and Then They swore as c h a r t e r d i d D e c l a r e 20 

how these s i x t e e n T r u s t e e s s h o u l d a c t and swear 

These Things b e i n g done oh Then w i t h g r e a t Respect 

a Doughty P r e s i d e n t They d i d E l e c t 

On Aaron's head The w e i g h t y c h o i c e came Down 

which Pleased him more Than i f he'd got a crown 25 



So Took a Dram To Save him fr o m a Swoon 

On Wednesday The famous f o r t y E i g h t 

Come L i s t e n To my d i t t y a s t r a n g e Thing l i e R e l a t e 

The N i n t h Day i n The morning 

About The hour of Ten 30 

To make a Shew of L e a r n i n g 

There met Some Dozen Men 

I n o r d e r f o r The f o u n d i n g 

a c o l l e d g e o f Non cons 

To Make T h e i r fame more Sounding 35 

They summond a l l T h e i r Dons 

Old Jonathan appeared 

The T r u s t e e s p r e s i d e n t 

The S t a n d e r s by De c l a r e d 

They Knew why he was Sent 40 

To Make a c o a l i t i o n 

T w i x t C a l v i n and o l d Knox 

f o r i t was h i s a m b i t i o n 

To Ape The w i l y f o x 

purs u a n t To T h e i r c h a r t e r 45 

Each one Did Roundly Swear 

That They would g i v e no Q u a r t e r 

To Those That Dont D e c l a r e 

No churchman Ere s h a l l E n t e r 

w i t h i n t h e i r c o l l e d g e gate 50 

and s h o u l d he Dare To v e n t u r e 



E x p u l s i o n i s h i s f a t e 

and Then a g a i n They swore 

To do The t h i n g so J u s t 

and what c o u l d They do more 

i n f u l l f i l i n g o f T h e i r T r u s t 

The P r e s i d e n t was Next 

To g a i n The P u b l i c k v o i c e 

f o r They were not P e r p l e x t 

on whom To f i x T h e i r c h o i c e 

on Aarons head i t f e l l 

By Nemini con v o l e 

The T r u s t e e s p r a i s e To t e l l 

oh how he s t r a i n d h i s T h r o a t 

They Then i n o r d e r formed 

a grand p r o c e s s i o n Made 

I t seemed L i k e a f u n e r a l 

w i t h Decent Pomp a r r a y d 

The c a n d i d a t e s f i r s t Marchd 

bareheaded two and Two 

T h e i r c r a v a t e s s t i f l y s t a r c h d 

and o f a Dingy hue 

The T r u s t e e s b e i n g c o u p l e d 

pursued The c a n d i d a t e s 

both R u f f l e d and b e r u f f l e d 

yet covered a l l T h e i r pates 

Old Jonathan came La s t 

That i s br o u g h t up The Rear 

he rushed very Last 



and much upon t h e Queer 

w i t h Aaron on h i s L e f t 

They Jogged on To The Door 

o f C h a r i t y B e r e f t 

They over l o o k e d The Poor 

but when They d i d a r r i v e 

a t The a p p o i n t e d p l a c e 

To shew They c o u l d c o n t r i v e 

And had True show o f Grace 

The o r d e r was I n v e s t e d 

To r i g h t and L e f t They f l e w 

The l o o k e r s o n a l l S t r e s t e d 

To t h i n k what They would do 

When Jonathan advanced 

w i t h Aaron by h i s s i d e 

and seemed To us he Danced 

W i t h a r r o g a n c e & P r i d e 

The T r u s t e e s two and two 

as c h a r t e r d i d D i r e c t 

h a v i n g made T h e i r Reverend bow 

and p a i d T h e i r J u s t Respect 

The b e l l Then ceased To Ring 

Th'assembly was composed 

Nere Thought of a n y t h i n g 

but Seemed as i f They Dozed 

When Aaron he began 

as he was bred To pray 



Oh Lord a s s i s t The Man 

And Teach him what To Say 

Oh t e l l me how To P r a i s e 

g r e a t George our g l o r i o u s King 

And t h i s i n E n g l i s h Lays 

f o r I i n That must S i n g 

Then hemming once or More 

as he was wont To Do 

Gods mercy d i d I m p l o r e 

f o r Every Turk and Jew 

oh Then says he good L o r d 

To Jonathan g r a n t Sense 

That he a t bed and board 

may E q u i t y Dispence 

Thy I n f a n t c o l l e g e Then 

N e g l e c t Not i f i t s Thine 

f o r we are raortale men 

but Thou are a l l D i v i n e 

I n p r a i s i n g of Your Name 

Give Aaron but your grace 

I n c r e a s e my gr o w i n g fame 

w i t h P r o f f i t t To my Place 

T r u s t e e s and c a n d i d a t e s 

p r o t e c t oh god L i k e w i s e 

w i t h knowledge f i l l T h e i r pates 

w i t h v i r t u e guard T h e i r Eyes 

Then f e t c h i n g a Deep groan 

he waked The Compc^sed 



Some made a hedeous Moan 

Whil e o t h e r s Lookt Q u i t e Dead 

When A r t h u r d i d a r i s e 

and w i t h Extended Lung 

he spoke u n t o The w i s e 

a l l i n The E n g l i s h Tongue 

That as The chosen c l e r k 

T h e i r C h a r t e r he would r e a d 

And hoped That Every s p a r k 

s h o u l d Take i t as h i s c r e e d 

The c h a r t e r t h e n was Read 

w i t h h i g h and T h u n d r i n g v o i c e 

Oh L o r d l e t us R e j o i c e 

Then Tommy Turned i t o r e 

And on i t s Rough Backside 

Indorsements Then were more 

Then would The Test a b i d e 

but what c a n ' t F i s h Do 

when under hand and Seal 

Tho f a l s e y e t They are True 

as Time w i l l Sure Reveale 

Thus Morning being Spent 

I n f a s t i n g Drams and prayer 

They Return'd w i t h p r e s i d e n t 

And Thanked him f o r h i s care 

So much f o r The M o r n i n g — 



The a f t e r n o o n P r o c e s s i o n 

The morning D i d Surpass 

f o r Those That g a i n T h ' E l e c t i o n 

w i l l Never ba u l k T h e i r g l a s s 

I can n o t w e l l D e c l a r e 165 

What T i p p l e They d i d choose 

but by The b i l l of f a r e 

I t o o k i t f o r Rumbooze 

Th'assembly b e i n g Seated 

Composed were of course 170 

w h i l e o t h e r s o v e r h e a t e d 

by spewing became hoarse 

when Mr P r e s i d e n t 

I n L a t i n made i t p l a i n 

T hat he had no I n t e n t 175 

but To amass g r e a t g a i n 

And Aaron s a i d beside 

he wanted Sense and Weight 

Such m a t t e r s To Decide 

Surpassed h i s S h a l l o w pate 180 

but as T h i s Same o r a t i o n 

was penn'd and got by h e a r t 

the Noisy D e c l a r a t i o n 

made Every member s t a r t 

Each a c t i o n To Recount 185 

would f a r Surpass my S k i l l 

y e t Take The whole account 

and you w i l l have your f i l l 



my D i t t y i s J u s t f i n i s h e d 

and you are t i r e d Too 

Some T h i n g s I have D i m i n i s h e d 

which I must t e l l To you 

Aaron i n The L a t i n 

Addressed The T r u s t e e s 

To Know i f T'was a S i n 

f o r To c o n f e r degrees 

And These young men had Shewn 

Good L e a r n i n g Sence and p a r t s 

And Then were Never known 

Such B a ( c ) h e l o r s of A r t s 

The T r u s t e e s o v e r t a k e n 

and Each one i n a Doze 

They h a v e i n g a l l m i s t a k e n 

Royal Syder f o r Rumbooze 

Old Jonathan Stood up 

And answered f o r them a l l 

he h a v i n g baulked h i s eyes 

or choose The Rumbooze Small 

Then Aaron he Depended 

and Dubbed Them by The c h a r t e r 

and S t r i c t l y he commanded 

They Never sh o u l d D r i n k Water 

Old Jonathan Next came 

Demanding h i s Degrees 

T' I m m o r t a l i z e h i s Name 



f o r g i v e n w i t h o u t f e e s 

Now cease my Muse T i l l b runswick i s t h y Rest 

and t i l l That happens P r i t h e e L e t me Dream 

[ M o r r i s ' s T e x t u a l C o r r e c t i o n s ] 

L i n e s 

1-2 [ c a n c e l l e d ] — T i s J e r s i e Now may boast o f Learned Men 

I n A r t s and Science They have began 

8 o f— from 

10-14— a P r e s i d e n t T r u s t e e s Some men o f Note 

who a t t e n d e d <The Commencement> t h e r e by Land and by Boat 

be s i d e s S i x t e e n More i n The c h a r t e r Named 

<who f o r T h e i r P r i n c i p l e s have always been famed> 

Chosen T r u s t e e s and f o r L o y a l t y famed 

22 done oh— over They 

2 8— A Strange T h i n g happened which I I Now R e l a t e 

56 f u l l f i l i n g — performance 

69-70— L i k e hounds The grave T r u s t e e s 

i n c o u p l e s marched on 

8 0 — Tho r e a l y v e r y Queer 

85 b u t — And 

89 w a s — t h e n 

90 f l e w — wheeled 

93 a d v a n c e d — S t e p t on 

95-96— And as a True Non con 

were both J u s t b u r s t w i t h p r i d e 

134 Composed— s t a n d e r s by 

136 Lookt Q u i t e D e a d — They d i d c r y 

137— L i t t e A r t h u r S t a n d i n g by <he stood up> 

142 T h e i r — The 



143 And hoped T h a t — And That 

147__ [ a ] The <Churchmen> [ i l l e g i b l e ] They a l l f l e d 

[ b ] <The l i t e r a t i Said> Then a l l Non cons Lrd R e j o i c e 

1 5 0 - 1 5 1 — he <ever> was <seen> heard b e f o r e 

how many f o l k s had Li v e d 

157 p r a y e r— beer 

163 Those That gain T h ' E l e c t i o n — he Thats i n po s s e s s i o n 

164 T h e i r — h i s 

171 while o t h e r s — b u t o t h e r s t o 

ANNOTATIONS 

7 Newark Town] Though t h e C o l l e g e o f New J e r s e y conducted i t s 

i n i t i a l year o f c l a s s e s i n E l i z a b e t h , t h e f i r s t commencement 

was h e l d a t t h e stone m e e t i n g house i n Newark on Nov. 9, 

1748. 

8 Delegate from the crown] Governor Jonathan B e l c h e r whose 

appointment t o the e x e c u t i v e of New J e r s e y i n 1748 was 

g r e a t l y f a c i l i t a t e d by E n g l i s h a l l i e s o f t h e T r u s t e e s . 

9 commander i n c h i e f ] The o t h e r t i t l e by which t h e C o l l e g e 

C h a r t e r o f 1748 denominates B e l c h e r . 

10 p r e s i d e n t o f t h e T r u s t e e s ] The governor h e l d t h e p r e s i d e n c y 

e x - o f f i c i o , though c e r t a i n T r u s t e e s f e a r e d t h e a u t o m a t i c 

i n v e s t m e n t of f u t u r e governors w i t h t h i s post m i g h t endanger 

th e c o l l e g e , i f they were s e c u l a r i s t s , A r m i n i a n s , or D e i s t s . 

12 16 gentlemen more] A c t u a l l y t h e C h a r t e r named t w e n t y - t h r e e 

T r u s t e e s besides t he g o v e r n o r : John Reading, James Hude, 

Andrew J o h n s t o n , Thomas Leonard, John K i n s e y , Edward 

Shippen, W i l l i a m S m i t h , P e t e r Van-Brugh L i v i n g s t o n , W i l l i a m 

P e a r t r e e S m i t h , Samuel Hazard, John P i e r s o n , Ebenezer 

Pemberton, Joseph Lamb, G i l b e r t Tennent, W i l l i a m Tennent, 

R i c h a r d T r e a t , Samuel B l a i r , David C o w e l l , Aaron B u r r , 

Timothy Jones, Thomas A r t h u r and Jacob Green. The C h a r t e r of 

1746 had s p e c i f i e d 12 T r u s t e e s , t o which f i v e members were 

added i n 1747; one of these a d d i t i o n a l members, Samuel 

F i n i e y , was dropped a t B e l c h e r ' s i n s i s t e n c e i n 1748. The 

s i x t e e n were supplemented by s e v e r a l l a y ap p o i n t m e n t s by 

B e l c h e r . The a u t h o r of t h e s a t i r e assumes t h a t 16 T r u s t e e s 

are l e g a l l y d e s i g n a t e d by the C h a r t e r . 

13 I t i n e r a n t T r u s t e e s ] The a u t h o r i s t w i t t i n g t he i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

of t he T r u s t e e s w i t h the e v a n g e l i c a l s p i r i t of the Great 

Awakening. The i s s u e o f i t i n e r a n t m i n i s t e r s s p l i t t i n g 

c o n g r e g a t i o n s and i n s p i r i n g u n c o n t r o l l e d r e l i g i o u s 

e nthusiasm provoked an Old L i g h t b a c k l a s h . Mssrs G i l b e r t 



Tennent, W i l l i a m Tennent, Samuel B l a i r , and R i c h a r d T r e a t i n 

p a r t i c u l a r were l i n k e d w i t h i t i n e r a n t e v a n g e l i s m . 

15 The b a b y l o n i c k whore] The unreformed Church. Though t h e t e r m 

f i r s t was a p p l i e d t o t h e Roman Church, P u r i t a n r a d i c a l s 

a t t a c h e d i t t o t h e Church o f England under Bishop Laud. 

16 C h a r l e s ' s f a t e ] The s p i r i t u a l a n c e s t o r s o f t h e T r u s t e e s , t h e 

P u r i t a n s , p r e s i d e d over C h a r l e s I ' s e x e c u t i o n . 

21 a c t and swear] The C h a r t e r s p e c i f i e d t h a t t h e T r u s t e e s would 

" a t t h e i r f i r s t meeting . . . b e f o r e they proceed t o any 

busi n e s s t a k e t h e o a t h a p p o i n t e d t o be t a k e n by an a c t , 

passed i n t h e f i r s t year of the r e i g n o f t h e l a t e King 

George, t h e F i r s t . " A f t e r s wearing l o y a l t y t o t h e Hano v e r i a n 

s u c c e s s i o n , t h e T r u s t e e s f u r t h e r swore t o a b i d e by "An a c t 

f o r p r e v e n t i n g dangers wh i c h may happen f r o m p o p i s h 

r e c u s a n t s . " F i n a l l y , b e f o r e t h r e e J u s t i c e s o f t h e Peace, t h e 

T r u s t e e s swore t o execute t h e i r d u t i e s t o t h e c o l l e g e 

f a i t h f u l l y . 

24 on Aaron's head] Aaron B u r r , who t o o k over p r a c t i c a l 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f the c o l l e g e upon t h e death o f Jonathan 

D i c k i n s o n i n 1747. 

34 Non cons] Non c o n f o r m i s t s : d i s s e n t e r s from t h e e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 

p o l i t y and t h e o l o g y of t h e Church of England. 

37 Old J o n a t h a n ] Jonathan B e l c h e r , a gr a d u a t e o f H a r v a r d , was 

known f o r h i s d i s s e n t i n g z e a l . 

42 T w i x t C a l v i n and o l d Knox] Between t h e C a l v i n i s t 

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s and t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n s . The C o l l e g e was 

founded i n g r e a t p a r t t o r e p a i r a s p l i t between t h e two most 

p o t e n t r e f o r m e d C h r i s t i a n s bodies i n t h e m i d d l e c o l o n i e s . 

49 churchman] Member of the Church of England. The a u t h o r ' s 

f a t h e r . Gov. Lewis M o r r i s , had denied a C h a r t e r t o t h e 

C o l l e g e because he r e c o g n i z e d t h e p o l i t i c a l o f f e n s e i t would 

g i v e A n g l i c a n s and Quakers i n New J e r s e y . The C h a r t e r 

g r a n t e d by Gov. M o r r i s ' s s u c c e s s o r , Gov. H a m i l t o n , s t r e s s e d 

t h a t t he C o l l e g e would be founded i n accordance w i t h t h e 

p r i n c i p l e s of r e l i g i o u s l i b e r t y s e t f o r t h i n t h e fundamental 

Concessions of t h e New Jer s e y P r o p r i e t o r s of 1664. 

137 A r t h u r ] Thomas A r t h u r , T r u s t e e and C l e r k . 

142 T h e i r C h a r t e r he would r e a d ] The second C h a r t e r , g r a n t e d by 

Governor Belcher i n 1748. The l e g a l i t y of the C h a r t e r of 

1746 had been q u e s t i o n e d s i n c e i t had been g r a n t e d by an 

i n t e r i m governor s u f f e r i n g from s e n i l i t y . The c h a r t e r , a 

g r a n t of l e g a l a u t h o r i t y , p e r m i t t e d i n c o r p o r a t e d bodies t o 

govern t h e i r own a f f a i r s and have l e g a l s t a n d i n g i n c o u r t s . 

151 would t h e Test a b i d e ] More than the s i x t e e n T r u s t e e s which 



t h e a u t h o r deemed l e g a l had endorsed t h e C h a r t e r . 

210 Dubbed Them by The c h a r t e r ] The f i r s t r e c i p i e n t s o f the 

Bac h e l o r of A r t s degrees were Enos A y r e s , Benjamin Chesnut, 

Hugh Henry, I s r a e l Reading, R i c h a r d S t o c k t o n , and D a n i e l 

Thane. 

214 Demanding h i s Degrees] B e l c h e r was dubbed Master o f A r t s , t h e 

C o l l e g e s f i r s t h o n o r a r y degree. 

Lewis M o r r i s p a p e r s . New York H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y . ^ ' ee —c-^' 


