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WARREN ABRIRL -~ Marine ~ transcript of phone converstion T-31-82

He was a guoner on & 22wm amidship on the port side, near HOsey and Ford and Corso

Saw the Japenese plane fly away from the ship, but didn't see it come in
We started pushing the planes ocver the side » the fighter planes that were on the
flight deck. Ve had pushed gquite a few of them when an explosion oceurred down on
tue hangar deck and blew e forward elevator up in the air. I 7ot knocked down
in the catwalk on the starboerd side of the ship. No, I wasn't injured. Right
after that the captain gave the order to xhaxmmdxxkipxabandon ship. I slid down
a4 clain on the xkmrmmxx starboard side ur near the bow, -

CD = was anyonex with you?

Well, there wasn't any Marines with me at that time. There vere a few
sailors taking the same route, but I don't know who they were.

CD = when you got into the wvater, were vou alone?

I was alone for some time and then we got 8 group of about S to T men
togthere, there weren't any other marines there, and we more or less floated together.

CD - whop picked you up?

A destroyer (Cassin Young) ., There was an anti-aircraft cruiser that went
oy and vwe were all wvaving to them and they were waving back to us but they
apparently weren't stopping until there was quite a number to be picked up at £ one
tbmex spot. Then this destroyer, I forget the name of it after all these years,
picked us up. I know there was on sailor who was from Tennessee or somewheres
and he said they're never gonna get me back on a ship again, I'm going back in the
bills and they'll never find me. He was on the Hornet when it was sunk too.

Then they started shooting fromthe destroyer before they picked us up, x
and we found out later on there was sharks all around us. They were throwing things
and shooting rifles and pistols from the destroyer.

Then I heard -there was word that om the Yamato, the Japanese's biggest battle
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ship, one of the biggest in the world, was Just over the horizon someplace and our
destroyer was volunteering to go but they were told no, they had too many survivors
on board, which didn't hurt our feelings any.

LD - wﬂere were you when the stern blew off the Princetcn?

I was in the water at that time. We were in the water probably sbout 4 hours.
it was quite a while. As 1 recall the bomb dropped just after G, and it was after
noon when I was picked up We were quite a ways avay from s you know, we had
drifted guite a wyas away. I was in the water when the stern blew off but I was
on the Irwin when they tried to sink her, -

There was a twist there - Captain Hoskins had lost his foot ard they flew him to
fere Island in Califarnia to the naval hospital and my sister was a Wave and she
was working at that hospital when they brought him in. She knew the ship had been
sunx because it was on the news broadcast either that same day or the mmxkyxy
fcllowing morning, which was very unusual because they never did that until they
knew who the survivros were and notifeid the next of kem This was an unususal
sitwtion and everybody was surprised when they came out with it, on such short
nkx notice., It was several days until my family knev I was CK. It took that long
for tiem to get togehter a list of the survivars. They called and then I called
them back, and then I send them a letter..

I was on the destroyer for 3 or 4 days and then we were transferred over to the
Lexington,and we were then for about a week or so, then we went back to Ulithi, I think
it wvas, and then we got a transport ship. The Marine Major on the lexington wanted
me to stay on there, I had made g cocking device for the 22rmm cannons about 6 months
before and they hadn't had them on their ship yet, so I put them on all the sums on
the Lexington and this Major wanteddumx me to =x stay there, but I said no, I
w ant to go back and get a leave. Then we were still out there waiting to go home and
t ne Lexington got a torpedo in her fantail and they were back in the states

on leave before we pot back. it was reall ironic.



He wasn't wounded at all. One explosion was near to his ear and he
Zind of thought he had & little problem there, but he never did anyvthine about it.
¥as on bosrd rromk the time P was zemir cormissioned.
Was on the transport ship when Carl Huemenn hung himself, doesn't remermber name of shin,

Has sn album with a number o: photos and things from the Princeton in it.

lie hali thought about ‘writing a bock on the ineident, but when he saw Buracker's

zrticle in Haticnal Geographic he figured the story had been told. :

Iidn't make the Nashville reunton but wants to come to next year's, esnecially if

Eon
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3 out west.
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EXRX LARRY ADDISON, transeript of tape done on last day of Ind. reunion l-l-1

wvas in same unit as George green

Lawrence Raymond Addison

came on board at Pearl Harbor in late 43 or very early hh

Iwvas a seaman first class, worked on foecsil crev, we handled the anchors, h@ﬁpled

the tow lines for refueling, and general deck work

his battle station was number one gun mount with a quad 40 on it (Goerge Green's station)
on the focsil, right on the bow, George was right above him in the director/operators
chair, I was what they call a second loader, i stood on the deck and passed the
shells up to the man who was dropping them in. That's where he was when bomb
dropped, he saw the Jap palne - Just a glimpse of the plane was all T saw as I looked
up, it diappeared from my vision because the flight deck hung over us, couldn't see
the bomb.

We heard a rumble as the bomb hit but somebody must have told us, it seems to me
our division officer told us to reamin at our stations that there was trouble. T stayed
there x quite a while, it seems to ke about an hour but I'm not positive,

Then I went overboard the starboard side, away from the destroyer that was
alongside of us. I got on the outside of the railing and Jumped,

He got an actual order to k abandon ship, he thinks from his division officer
Had a lifejacket on and could swim, thinks he was in water about 2 hours, alone most
of the time,

I saw others occasionall and we wéuld try to get togbther but the waves kept us
apart. I lost sight of all the ships and couldn"t see anything and then suddenly there
was a whalexkmmxx boat alongside and there vas ancther man maybe 40 or 50 feet
avay, I don't know who he was., I heard some rifle shots, I didn't know where they

were from and I wasn't aware of what they were doing until I got aboard, I think it was

4L . s - > < o - I -



ADDISON 2-2-2-

C -~ what did you lose on board the ship?
monrentos

A - A lot a momentos, I do collect a lot of cmemmkmx, and I had collected quite
a few, and of course I lost all my clothes, I went overboard with nothing but my
4 clothes, T didn't bave my wallet or anything. My wallet was in my locker. I had &
key chain, T took my shoes off before I jumped in. So all I had was my shirt
end pants and shorts and a key chain which I still have.

(wvas not on the Irwin, or would have remembered tomedos coming back,was on
board some ship when the stern blew) was mt nardiel at the tine, wthe was next
of kin, heard onradio tint ship *ad sink, got 2 ¥mail from him about a week later.

There was a fellow that was from Minnisota wvhose sister called my mother to say
that she had heard almost immediately from her brother, and this really, according to

stories my dad hes told me, really put a strain on my mother because some time

elapsed before she heard.
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Salvatore L. Amonte GM3c

My name is Salvatore L Amonte but my shipmates know me as Sam or
Sammy. I enlisted Nov 13, 1942 in the Navy. I had just gotten
out of high school that June. I was sworn in at Boston and then
went by bus to New Port, Road Island, where I went through boot
camp. From there I went to gunners mate school in Washington DC.
From gunners mate school, I was assigned to the Princeton. This
was before it was commissioned. When we went over to Philadelphia
Navy Yard, we slept in barracks and the Princeton was still at
Trenton, New Jersey. After they floated her across, we went to
work on her. You might say I'm a plank owner. I went aboard as
seaman lst class. I was assigned to the 4th division, that was

a gunnery division. I started striking for gunners mate, and I
made 3rd class gunners mate., Several months before she was sunk,

I made gunners mate 2nd class.

The Princeton was a happy ship. I'm 60 vears old and to this
day, I feel fortunate that I was assigned to the Princeton. She
was always known as a happy ship. There were so many good exper-

iences that went along with it. I think we were one of """ haz:l-

-5
-3

est ships in the Navy really. Thepsseemed to get along. There
were some disagreements like when the airdales would rev up their
engines, the grease would get on our guns. When we went on 1ib
or on the beach, even with the large number of personnel we had,
we still seemed to recognize one another. The Princeton crew

always would stick together if there were any problems.

Our sleeping quarters were in the aft part of the ship, below,
on the 4th deck., My first duties I was assigned to at general
quarters was a gunner on a 20 mm on the aft on the port side.
From there, T got transferred to a first loader on mount 10.
That was a twin 40mm and that was aft on the flight deck on rhe
port side. Then my battle station changed to the fantail anz o
became assistant gun captain of mount 11. That was a quad 40

that was mounted on the fantail.

I remember when we left Philly and went down to Norfolk to get



Salvatore L. Amonte GM3c cont.

demagnetized. From there we went to Trinidad for our shake down

cruise. From Trinidad we went back to Norfolk where they did a
little work on it. Then we went through the Panama Canal and
stopped at Balboa which I think is about in the middle of the locks.
We were there for about two days and had liberty. That is where

I got the tatoo that I have on my right arm of an anchor that says
United States Navy on it. From there we went on out into the

Pacific.

I remember well the day we came out of Pearl Harbor, we were back-
ing down to get under way and the starboard screw got stuck into
the mud. We never did really correct that. The shaft was bent
going into the screw. Our sleeping quarters were right over the
shafts and until the dav the Princeton got sunk, there was aiwavs

a vibration whenever we were making anyv knots at all. We got

used to the vibration after a while.

Each division had their own area and would kind of stick togheter.
The gunners mates had the main armoryv about midship. Therz were
four divisons and we were in the 4th divisions. FEach gunnery
divison had it's own gunnery locker. For the 4th division it

was aft on the port side. It was a small room as I recall, prob-
ably 8 by 12 feet. I think we had about 10 gunners mates in the
4th division. This is where we would keep grease and tools that
we needed to maintain our guns. We also had a joe pot there,
That's where we would meet and hang out and have coffee of -~curse.

When we needed more supplies or when we really wanted to get :to-

gether, we would go down to the armoryv where the gunners mates from
all four divisions would all meet and chew the fat. We got real
close together.

In the main armory we were in a position to do a lot swapping.
Aboard ship that's about all you did. Every time a plane would

get shot dowm or ditch coming in the first thing the piloc:z wou.a

do is come down to the armory and turn in his 45, and we would

s
issue him a new one. All we had to do was clean up the old 453,

bt b o o o e et
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the salt water. People alwavs wamed souvenirs. If there was a

cook who wanted a 45 to take home as a souvenir, or if they wanted
20mm or 40mm projectiles we would disarm them and they would make
lamps and stuff. For this we would always swap them. If it was

a ship fitter, maybe a key ring. If he was a baker he'd always
bring up pies and stuff. So we alwavs had plenty to eat and plenty

of coffee in the armory. That was all done through this swapping

back and forth.

I remember when we'd take on supplies, all hands would turn to
taking on supplies and we'd try to be a steady line coming in

and down to the stock room. YNow and then, one of the gunners

mates would get out of line with a2 case of peaches, or fruit

or something that we thought was real good. They came in four one
gallon cans to a case. We would store this in our armorv and when
we had a party or get together at night we would pull all this.

All the boxes looked the same. They just stenciled on the side what
was inside, This one time at Eniwetok, we saw one of the cargo nets
had dropped and they were peaches. We all grabbed a case and thare
was about eight of us, and instead of heading down for the locier,
we headed for the armorv. We put these cases in the armorv and got
back in line before we were missed. This turned out to be funnyv.
When we got under wav we looked and we only ended up with one case
of peaches and the other seven were cases of string beans. Nobodv
was to eager to eat string beans, but we had to unload these. [t's
pretty hard to get rid of stuff when your out to sea. We were in
Japenese territory and vou couldn't throw stuff over the side becauss
it would float. We'd open up a can of these beans and go out on the
fantail at night hoping no one would see vou when vou were standing

watch and yvou'd have to take a bean out at a time and snap it in half

and throw it over the side., Then we had to take wire cutters and cuc

up the cans into little pieces and flip them over side. It was guite
a job getting rid of those seven cases of string beans. When vou
think of it now, it was a lot of fun. I do want to make a pecint thac:

I enjoyed my time on the Princeton. [t was a great ship and we al

seemed to be happy.

—hn Mk bk b b
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Paul Jackson was gun captain of mount 11 and I was assistant.
Mount 11 was right on the fantail. This was a quad 40. Right
above that there was two 20mm's. I know we on mount !l had
shot down 14 Zero's and I don't remember how many Judy!s. The
reason we had downed more planes then anyone else was because
whenever we were attacked by planes the captain of course would
swing the ship around if planes would, torpedo planes would make
a run on us, would swing the ship so the plane attacking us
would always come in thru the fantail, and give it less of a
target., That put us on mount 1l in the position to shot.

We were pretty lucky really. But we also had more opportunity

that the other guns.

On the morning of Oct. 24 I know it wasn't raining, but it was
cloudy, It was always warm out there. We had gone to genera
quarters and our planes had taken off. The planes had bombs
on them of cours e for a sofening up operation. When the word
got out the rest of the Jap fleet at that time that was in the
Sea of Japan was coming out. They were spotted. So our zlzanes
were order back with the bombs still on them. At the same :cime
the Japs had launched their planes and they started coming at us.
It was quite a Turkey Shoot you might call it in the sense that
we're shooting at different planes that the Japs had sent Zeros
and us. And at the same time our Gunnery Officer would seize

us from firing because one of our planes would be coming in.

As our planes were landing and what would happen at that time

was really, the planes would land, go down the hanger dack,

where thev would take off the base bombs. Due to time they

put alot of them on the ends of the £flight deck instead of in

the magazines. Then thev put torpedo in to go after the Jap

planes. There was alot of confusion.

Working the guns during Genenal Quarters on the fantail everv-
time a plane would come in it would come in real low over us.

Several times in different battles I could see blood dripping

~h

rom them (TBF's), the blood would drip onto the mount where
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we were That morning there was alot of action. All of a sudden

a bunch of black smoke started to come back aft from the flight
deck, and I mean real black smoke. At first we all assumed

the smoke was from one of our planes that cracked up that was
shot up coming in. It wasn't until later that we heard on our
phones that a Judy had dropped a bomb down our forward elevator,
and exploded as it passed thru the hangar deck. The big bombs
that we had on our aircraft before that were going to be launched
on to the Philippines or Luzon were still on the flight deck

they still hadn't had a chance to put them below. These bombs

began to explode.

The smoke was getting thicker, and it was getting hard to see
on mount 11. I could feel that we were slowing down. The

Birmingham came alongsid%trying to put out some of the fires,

Paul Jackson our first class gunnersmate and I went down to the
forth deck to flood the magazines. It was getting pretty hot and
sticky in there. Both of us were rather nenﬁious I guess. Wwhen
we finally got down there we agreed that I would flood Magzzine
five and six and he would get seven and eight.You don't oper tne
door +& turn handles on, and then the water pressure comes on.

There is a gauge there and I cadremember it was really hot there

and even the gauge was hot. You can always Hearng%e water comes

on, but this time I went to the second one before I realizsd that

we had lost our water pressure. Nothing was getting in th2 magazines

and it was getting hotter, so we left them all on and we reaily

got out of there. Up the ladders and secured the hatch! When we

got on topside we reported in that we weren't able to flood the

magazines.

Paul Jackson and [ were the last ones off the fantail.

s Areona s e ek o e e
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UNITED STATES PACIPIC FIEET
COMMANDER FIRST CARRIER TASK FORCE

To the Officers and Men of Task Force THIRTY-EIGHT:

Upon being relieved of 6ommand 1 desire to
express to the officers -and men of this Task Porce
my pride in the magnificent record of accomplishment
attained in their many successful offensive operations
when under my taetieal command,

‘The outer defense system of Japan has been
destroyed, exposing their vital inner lines to con-
tinuing attack, The enemy fleet has been greatly de~
pleted by your efforts; the enecmy naval air force
which has been our most persistent opponent for ten
months has been eliminated. For the enemy, the hand-
writing is on the wall, The final phase has begun,

The decisive effect of your participation
1s manifest and I hope that I may again have an oppor-
tunity to aerve with you.

I wish you great success in the future, and
give to all hands a heartfelt "Well Done" for the
past, .

/8/ Marc A, Witscher

M. A. MITSCHER,
Viee Admiral, U. S, Navy,

4

ULITHI Atell,
30 October, 1944,
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Z - Zardsnayr, i - ooney, © = Carol, A - .

3 - well Fed lives down around h:re.

any more. He's a retired Captain.

Bcth air groups went on boardéd atout April,

~onthe refore it went down, were -beout re-dy tec rosate when it sznk.

Well

were on ship stout six

B - We had a very active period. I think the
probably hacd a record for ¥%ills for tha sire o° scuadron over a

tricd of time. Ve nit atcu- 155 =2irplanes

relatively low losses too.

C - Can I get you to run down the sequ

thiez tactical situtation was

was tryins
Sibuyan

of .dr. HZalsey's

in the air gnd with

ence c¢i A svents

1

X rorec

m_
i28

- = FRaE - - PR
ege chiectivs war 4o
- 32 - I - ES
zirecreft ere vari of

i. = That's <y recollectisr ton, th %t we had not.

£ - ue'l teen enzagazed sxtenzively for scre tire, .e'd e
N 4 - ., o 3 2 TR, = N N s = E - ~1r 8
Up U0 ZxXinawa for instance ani rade tre first attacks on Ckirawa

s2U a strive in trhe Sibuyan Cea azainst ms
flanes escorted by fi.nters, and the torred
spotted on the hangar dec® and the fi.ntars
i¥en the Japanese bezante send zilicraft out

'l"l‘ e

0 ¢larces ware 51l
- N - -~ h] -~ Y
ere ur 1 n ooe {lial
e A = AP ana
cQNE S Tne 1 oTrte and

ed

were orgsnized

7" ghter Squadron rrzkxkx




>y L ¢ to a0
4s; s o iy ¢
s o o < G- O 3 ] o A
O Q C ( Q ” g ¢
e £4 @ r o N re. ' O 5 G
- u) £ G U 4 . i a. v @ o <
0w by o £ QO - v g - e o
~ > 3 (o] o 2 O : . ) - O -~ O T 0}
D ot et + <. ) Ly ) f 3] § ort T3 L
42 L&) E&) w t O (g Q S @ "4 42 1 < A
L 49 Ho L K D N 9] = ol 3
) « O ) + vy o3 " 4 42 > [é] 0 G I O + I s
o=l &) [ et § o 8 ~ i o £ @] C < ©
Gy [ i [ 2] L&) Ui ] o (o] s a (& —i o) s o §
()] £ [} O @ 7 = K O i U A0 R - O ¢
© S O q 5 £ 5 A2 " G} § Q ot >y N Lo} L
& + O 04 L . O < < £ 42 4] S F4
O 2] £3 € L o e 40 4 o 43 O o < +3 G
£ @ T 4D Q o, - @ 3 + at O
23S Q wt ot G- A T ¢ n '8 (&S] Q: K 0 .
¥y e o O G (&) < L& s ¢ 1y < [ 45 45 Ity D
~ [\ L £ C — £ [ () ", i~ Ias L& 3 a
by} §44 [13] < ) & i qa. ) (] K Sl ®» =™ e
3 o & 4 (7] I = D K ot -k + . < 0
ol L o [47] Q (= [0 [ & 40 4 a0 B QL @ A e} «
93] n Q ( < ()] 42 £ iy 40 r-! H ok4 K e - thl
© £ Lo} w ¢ q kY — o i o 42 & . ' & S
L 5] 4 [ e 1 o & [$) ’ : o ‘ By 3 AN = ® >4
£ ot « « (SR @ — 7 0] ot le] it o q . . C O ]
Q L H e K4 v o) < 9] U ‘ : 47 A 4 2 ' 4> 5
< 4 i & a ot 7] A £4 i < - O [ ® I iy
[} X « 4 « 3 i O o) O i o . « < [ 43 ) e
£4 W oo 4+ e = ¢t D o " - ¢ « < o] i " C
[ 1 O [ o [} A Ui oy . 40 40 i < ci " 1 o a {3 i
w3 £ ot O ~ 4+ £4 ) N " C o O u) o L i KON
G +2 —~ [ C ¢ ) o u : &) + [ I\ ® Q D)
42 i) [ | 0] K < . . ' v U £ .2 —t [N £y =
o " E) () © 43 [} <! i} 1 a: o « - ) O ja o S
Oy ¥ %] X f = ¢ o - nJ C . . T O o R iy ‘ 19}
or-d o o < « g & 3 wrd i . n B 4+ T3 %) » 42
(s} 0] 1) ~ (&) W e = O 4) 4 - %) L N O wt (o] 4 Y,
¢ ) o [ © N 4 o T - 7 O . C = A o K . o3
1 T - 4 (%] (o) 42 T « 43 = O ¢ [} BB K C v ] : )] "
N ol - £ K r4 4o Q ¢ i ) T O b o L
1 (] o] i Q O |- ) 42 - i ot < o o a 7. ¢! < o I Fay
] 0 - g0 Y42 U 0 - O Y o T SR B 4 o ® () N ]
o < « w4 £ K 43 4 40 V) ol td 0 4 o e 1 x O - A
N D e\ ty) [0 o) ¢ o . RN 43 o [ [ N B 4 a1 ko] 4 <l 42
G £q < 9] ¢ ES N 500 Ga et m ¢ ] o 0 ) ol m
- 1)} Q 4 [\ ol G = G4 A 3 & a1 "y > 42 4 ™ Kl Q ()] £ £
— fo) Gt £t 2 C @ o] ~ o W < < 4 42 - > O T &)
] (@] ) i = £ s D 4 B O ] +3 (o oret 4 . o1 o Y] @ . -t
®» Gy i G [2a] @ Q e e~ [ ) 42 W ) [l [ 2 () Ko™ | < ® Lo} 42
LS i i 40 i 42 g2 I (9} b 42 O o - +> f M Yy Oy 5 O
ot 1] o o 0 - 49 3 ¢ [9) O o el & CE T 1 T ot ® =Y (O
n n © (2] [} , o Y o 4 iy 0 I ! a: b - % Q ®© () ks 0]
Lo 9] < ~ £ &N = 2 L il @ K v 25 o ® L ) %}
- ol s ko] o C ® 1] o ri - 42 £ ) < N +» ni (% B
> ol - < &~ " A (1)) £ Ea | o] H F1 0] o} sl ! 43 Sy oy @ «
1) > I\ +2 Kd S 2 n - N o < 4 a " 0] G4 1)) &) ®
[ ol (O] 0] @ > os} Ui - (o] 3 N . 2 o 4 Rl o = [T © & 4
O W AL (o - E. Q o 4 ¢ o =3 42 v - (0] 4 42 L ) o
- &~ 42 i )] e C A Wy e o= © @ Q© G} 3} ) - © ot
L L -t 4 O 4 o 0 > 4 ORI o b 42 £ uy < - £3 o a0
- 42 " 77} 4= & ! O 42 0] o ) <l Gy 42 H G . @ (0] ® le) O D £1 g
£ H 1 4 [7)] e [ -1 KN i K ) 40 O © o -~ Y3 ' [N
! =S 12 42 = < + 42 = W 43 o 4 + o
Rt O M . < © s 4 1 [ 0 ) & . 4z U @ i 1 | 1
0} O =} L o) L - 4 v ol 3 Re] - [} () A2 £ 4 Gt £q ]
S} H P» LD G0 g ed O RN - 2w b . ® o oM o om o o M
o D s} o] 3] ; “~ (i)} w - . (7] © R R Lo
% O 44 £ & P 43 . - ® = 1 a &) c 42 12 ® 12 0
A 10 e o Q < 4 \ R 0) £ ) £ o
O e S| C Ll £ )] 2 ® (§) T ; 4 e [ < <t < e} <l <
G ] G4 4 42 4 = 0 rd ] " @ (e} ot ® 4 v o} 0
. L -



rere~ber they only xam ccst aout 365,0CC-37C,CC0,.

w

PP . ~1 T S . : Ly o ha o IR P
f fclxlers atout that, you may have heard. <Lhe blue

6

o
131
=
o
bt

cf
m
ot
1

and screan "Zuy Bonds'™ anrd shove it over the side. You

—
- Ycu pay stout that much for a 182 today.

"3
~ Zou pay over ¢20 million for a ©-14 now.

- when di1d you become aware the Frinceton had teen hit

ig

- Lhe first indication I had, and I didn't interpret it kh=xy~

mean theship had been hit, was x: zuy whc was the chief fi.?

rrector frer Stanford, I can't think of his nare ncw, but

vcilce =2nd he called me as as we were ccorinz back in ard

nerally neant sore aircraft had

fouled deck, but ¢ ge
oirz

~
Ve
cn landing and they were x=&itmx it out of th-xex zear, but I

smoking

(o))

b
[0

y b
tn

1izence Jou et cut of sceretrics 1iTe theb ic te gcarcam
Jrler En be oa dalay 1o Tandicr and Son co it whot -
whicn 1s 2 design ted bearins frov = $0s5% force genter
walt for screocne to tell rou to 22 forethiny else.
then I was zettins dewn in covar the force and Ix seen

and a2 shilp alcng side and that Xird of zstuff ard we were

Cr tne zgseX., e landed on tie Zecsexard a
on tiie mssex and Buracrer kEadEExfrry care sbos 4 tre

Fal 4,

did Jeha iurcthy, who was the & Zxec. of thaship and I

trne sihip. John lurthys, the EZxec. “iag Wrowr 25 [ other Durthy.
- He w2z 21sc Incka 23 "Be No' | urcihye, there wenld ba
zovizss, be 10 vollerhall, g a —rtiar of {=ct my recol’
ne wWxs cne of the Lru nerces ol the dav.
- thir’c Shef wag gerosrallr acoreed, Tt I wasn't fheve




5 - : N O P - — L2 —yp M J e N
Ann's now, but urrhy was a very conscentiovs vy, ne TAg Just ooe

sert of gzuy ¥ic was easy to kid an? pecorle did.
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i = "e lost 2 man nared Kaser, he's on y~ur list, John iLerryfield
- v,

iie Wwas a non-aviator.

Scoty, a rerlscerent pllot in Barshar's zrouz, disav-e-red th:

)

they nev r Xnew exactly what hacrened. Le wrs a little tiny zvy.

'

C - Uid ou see the shir gc down? fre- tre Zesex

3 - Yo,

al ™
. . P p . , 41 Ve o b
C - L o you have any idea what tire you larded on tlie Zssex?
B - well ycu c2lke off in an OIS R als 1 hettar et bacw ir=2bout
gy |28 u,.x s AlL 4 |9 SN uC-h Vo LV 4 & cac -~ LTRoOoUT
N Tm PO \ [ 2RI B SN R - N - - ) 4 1
+ nours or pcu'll e cut of fuel 207 I suzmect it ess ahout LY reours
T e~ -
v . .
SroTotnls 1o o Rie
: .
g~y T R IE-Sl 7 v o
— o o P ‘ P B
resarrer very cuch sTout
™ LY o~ o~ - - N s~ - - —_ - :
poertel of gEs2TF Tor tra oardif© T weg IZhavyean, Trafaric’r erman,
Zronur,
L R T - A e z LI LS
13%2r a2 Tour o gtar in tne Tt flact., I rere~Tary b2 17-4-: Ea
e .- e~ . - 1 ~— - - - A =
G, oreown ard JnD Srown and er-a2n and I ref Zuraclker when ne core

abcard, we tccok the poecple wihe czme abcard tne Zscex and trhey wer

integrated 1ntc 2ir zroup 18 excert for fizxzxuzziizn-nfx serrate
tactical, :

7 lornz, we went into Juro (7) then we flew

b MY, T 2 - T m Y 1
freom Juro (7) up to Slapan, and ther beck to Fearl, And when we got




Bardshar-rocney, side 1, 5-5-5

back to Fearl we essentallly had the bulk of the air gzrour there,x
and we had a picture  made

Jﬁwﬁ(/
(stusf about Bill Ea, pilot shot down ovar the Fhil ip-ines

Zardshar
earljyer, who got back to Feark about the sare time Zmrazk=Er 2

@
®
:

0

(99
it

=

\
4 - re

wzs pilet who wore bedroom slip ers when he flew and drove Eardshar nuts )

C- ifter you landed on the Essex, did you ever see the Frincetcen

. 3 -
C = rov 212 - =u find out t¥at sra wos cone”?
: <
U SN - I EAEE B
B - The secuence there, and I don't krew how wuch of thie T

s=w and “ow wuch seo-ebedr teold me, az I nnderstand it they h=d
bilze
retty well under conirol with “ire kiIxxI® water Tro- the

Eirmin.har, tut 5iea the RXexRx care unisr :2tiac’y =2.s31» and Tlhey
Zzciied Scoput o sre Xlxmwxoo RiTwia e Mac out to 3cTeen ~afd

the sniy wd no capatility of ¢ vin, fire tille - Izr erze’l so

the firss ssrun. us sgain. Irte Final ccur-de-.r>5 ¥ wsc 5le torrecde

derwned went in, and XkEyx

3 - Jim I-rgzey was, - uess he was a2 RE CIC tyre, he was =

Thiladelrhia mainliner, and that doegn't have arything te do witns
Mereoin, a~d vrasidant of the  “foreizn exchan e hark (%) ard part




seccnd Lt. of %the [arines for the SifnzlarxXEXXEX, wWic was part of the
lezdershiy for the “ire rascue party, ==zs 2 cousin =na alosﬂ, Triladelz
mainliner and they were standing on the flight deck of the Irircelon

and tnir.s were blowlnzg ur here and there and they were tallrir: tc e-ch

cther and screon overheard what they were sayirz and and they were dicsc

vne RaxiIwyx fa ily and "have you sz:e auanbt sgathna latel;" and "nave ;ou n

a litter from sc-and-so, and

¥

- Sounds very aprrorpirate.
B - Jin lLarge ig still =zrcund

Jim died. ILarry [orzan write me a letter ard Jir Rx=dx

-
o e
aprarently Jdi=d..

(d1sscussion on reuniocns and z20ing next y-=r)

A - I was Xind o f curious, when you found out arcut the ship
and obviously ycu coulén't lard on it
and you Xnew _cu had men back there that were under ycur ceo-rard,

— =7 Y - - = = e 1 -
— 2~y koADMY - ~ “ RIS -3 - -
- e . RS .- b . - - -
. \ . s : ~ A N - - - ey -
(VS La. - B . . T ' . ! E
e v - - . z Sl L L a - Lo S |

procedure for me to be in the axy and there wis nothing trat I Zix

3

needed tec do on the sniy when I was in the =21ir Zecause
cecile who would (ccr.1d?) do it, and theywere all orgenized ard <-ere

were peocle in charge, and fundaren "the captain of fhe sni: wes

ct
D
f—.l
f
<«

in cnargeanrd the alr grour wers in an orzarizaticn thn-t was perfectly

well drilled. Cne of tre way s you survive in warf-re is to -ot

worry atcubt thia.s ~cu caa' § dc zaythi st stout. 'y Teelings adbout

tie thins were 'Yhere'c acthin. I can Ao ~Tcout it' =-d 2bout 211 I 1id
nxt day, othe  tala o=t Zacr abaord (the Iss=2x) wrs Lo oascist thoT the

fighters Trco VI 27 tnnt were thers -cto zet fisce resled Lato

Yyrl3air craft and divisioas but fly =5 a unit, beczuse s wWere

mn
i

el
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(0%
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v - wWere you {roo tie navsal acadeny, frcr ancnapolis?

ty1

radusted in

}e
W
Y]
-
.
[}

XXM RN XA XY RN XN I B E KRR R
E dxec. of the fi:htsr squadreon. CVLE are a pecylisr orgasizat or,
CVLs viere Tast xxdxikkxx becasue they were curlisers and they ccull -rer-te

.

180 task fcorce. They were actual’y a prethy effective veggel,
B 4 I

=y

Cu

3

Nobody nad any illusions atout ther celngs touzghk, ;cu Xnecw, in terrs of

i}

darage centrol, so they were pretty rucn left oren and they were 2asy

to live inard mkxI®x obvicusly had scre vulnerstilities,

It 'n%, and I don't heve any rezl hsgis feor saiing tnhis, tut I triak v
thExxkipx the general analysls was the ship cculd have been s=ved,it was
just a nusiance, at that rcint in time, as far as the task force

corcander was concernad. I think the cormmand attenton wss pretty well

diluted and the rrincetcn was Just a nuisance, tactically.

S e =%, . +~ S = o, I~ ~ 4 aa —~ 3 - 2 Y A - ~r
(discussion on attercts tc Low, and strategic situztion, 311 “esrssy)
- A P ORI 1 —~ - o . 3 T - — .
5 = iou’ & zov The story cn Zarwccd, I presure, he w.os tre

alr officer (?), that's the suy who sort of handles the aircr=ft on ard off
ne carriser,xndxkRex the rainternance a~d tnat “ind of thing. He wes a

cracticing aviater but wss not flyinz at that particular time, he was

-~ P - S o 3 ~ - - - £ it PN =1 - - ’ -~
FRIUY PR Oy 2Tv 2and e went m aft an’ thet thine nlaew and he -r=s
27 ~

xilled,

R R

~tirliinr

S e g e Ao M e

! oA - - s o= - o -3 - 2 PO i B A ~ houd - ¢
\alscussion on e Tovle 3ICnd Jeging ghsrrioos SEhAAaes o0 .




ardshar-mccney, side 2, gz e 1l-1-1
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sainting _
tzoerald's xrXIngixg of the shin gel g
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C - well, Tor, what did you do that day?

—Sanm———.

i - well, to the best I car recall, we were,LLhe torpedo squadrcn wWa

. : . -
in the ready r-cr tecasue we were zetting resdy to carry torpedcs zazzins

the Japanese fleet, which wzs a pretty excitinrz rrospect becalue we

.

=

had never, 2t le-st as zairgrcup 27, VI27, ever dropred live azairs ke

grore out asaivst then on 2

1
«tr
o)
2]
"3
®
s
)
)
.
)
>
)
Y

Jaranese, that is 1liv:

strite at the T'arianas, but they wevre out of our rsn-e and we just
returned . se nad nevar carried live torrtedcs on th~t rarkizmsxlaxyx
carticzular orer~tion, Te carri=d 2 lot cf tomks, but noe torredos.

and torredo attacks were, well, there were not tco many exrerienced
torredo pilets. They are cuch like Xamakazi pilets - you zet one

the nature of the attack, yocu corme in very low and

- by

flight, becsuse o
very slow, the airplane only did atout 180 %nots, and ycu had to

te in a certain position sbcve the wa‘er in crder to Jror it

y you h=2d tec have the airulane statilized ard you had tc 40 2 lot of

at macde 1t very easy to shoot you down, so the prostect

ct
>
'.J-
5]
("
n
ct
oy

was rather sxX¥bx stirmuléting - many pecrle were shaking with patrictisrm.
B - the torredo rlanes were all loaded and that, I think, accounted
for a lot of the explcsions on the flirht deck itself.

- I think we had either 12 or 15 plsnes out there, and I think

everythinz that would fly was loaded.

C - it was 2 surrrise to us that there wss napalm aboard., we h-d

5 - ne develcred napalam. we landed the first tanks thast wer

ed for the close support of napalm on Slapan for clearing out.

0}

11

U

[/

™ was?

~ - - - 1
C - were you aware of what napalnr

ropred it we were.

£

i - When we

LY

+-
%]
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Eardshar-mooney, side 2, 2-2-2

£ was a3 hell of a good idea.

[
4]

i1 = you have to realize that atti tudes 1n those days XEXEIRZX
z#re not at all like attitudes tcday. There was no concern for the
land. You realized that scre guy was trying to kill you, so your
ocbjective was to try and k111 him first.

- The scheme, overall large shcere, wzas that, 17 your

(s3]

ize that as the bew ¢f 7 hostile battle ship, the torpedo

-

sua

!
l_h

lares would srlit and come in on either side 2ord tre dive bomers would

e}

ore XxXxxx fi:b er

0n
(@)

O]

ccere in rerhaps lead by r renr Tas with fizh-ers

escert 278 would ccore down and berk znd even

xxesrized 1n @it  ther for o
strafe ia an att ert toc _ive e Corpede plznes sore govt of chzrce Tor
survivial., —ub the coordinatics ~ns regui_e’ bto make that hapref w s
ery devaanding and =y Zind of iaterl=re.ce woul? grevent th t Trov
nzrrenin.., You protably remerter the story ol the terredo A's =t
rildway, tcrredo squadron &, they =72 211 lost excert a _vy nsmed
Lon Gay, =nd trey went in ssgse~ 31'1x i~ 2 column, one a5 a ti-e,
il Sheg %31l et oo _ed, 80 Tt was nen TEins ovTarlocliad i the -1z
cf 2oy of these sous. sen,
Toe Yeab tra traras 217 we o oatmme of A s
o~ gt ey A3AT 4 E o oo ¢ PR AL oA er
C = Tut you 3139 n't take of ™ ¢t rorntnc
-1 =2, I'r not sue of the cirtumstarces zs ta thy e hadn' ot
luarched, X but e vere 311 in Tthe raaldy roo, e shared A
cor o1 T Wit thie i nters, dida' 5 we?
— -
S = .C,:tnere uwere 2 r=3dy rco, ycu had tihe after ready roor
and we nad wroaforward o;e./
El- you zuys always, 2and cu 21 ays =23 211 the zutceretil-s when
WeX® sere aghore, anyway, ne e ZXXRYEIInty 211 1z the ready v oonm
¥RIRRYAEFeawEr et ress brisfed ~od B2l whot irtelliisrce treou~ht
23 out thems and I recall that the inttial irpact vas very slight, F v




bardshar-oconey, side
Just sort cf a jolt,
catastropnic. X I th
here . I thought it
TEXEXXINAT somehvare

d~or tn the gas-a2z2 ¥
wagn' + 811 th:t com-
the rect of tre shi:

sut it seemed like in

cren dcor, tnis hugh
it just sziled 3dcun t
were caused av th= ti

coalesced sore ®way

3 = were plcked
I - were plclked

4=

2, 3-3-3
I can't descrive it, but it w-s nothirs thet see-ed
cusht, "Het dar, we've taken a hit, we gotta go
was rothinz, that scmething hit sft on the ship EXY
and I trhouzht it can' t he significant and the
2y tha* went by the ready rcom was ~pen, whiech
cn ovecanse the »esady recom w s alr condltioned and
wag naot, Zeady rroms were 21t cordticned,

a matter of seconds, maybe three seconds, I dor' t
ix seconds, this gizantic firebsll wenit Lty thre
thing, it lccked like a2 1little ruclezr explcsiorn,
“e rascage way. 1t was arrarantly explesive zaszes tnet

cf tneexrlcsion when the berb kit that

up by the venilation system

just shipred through the ship and thot

R}
up and

Iy merory £ Wa s

=

one louey

25C vround arror pIXRXXEEX vilercin: beo-h thet £hic ovr dvorred,
3 - it rras 25C Xkilogrars, wrhich is 1:e A70 rcunis,
i = I consifered 1t 22 cutrazious thi-: th-% fhat sre lowsy
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GREAT AMERICAN FIGHTER PILOTS OF WORLD WAR |1

and repeated the message from the beach. General
Tomoyuki Yamashita, the commander of the Japa-
nese forces, could not believe that MacArthur had
actually been brave enough to come ashore so

soon. Yamashita said

later that if he had been
able to believe it he would have concentrated his
forces in an attempt to kill MacArthur to avenge
Admiral Yamamoto’s death.

The Battle of Leyte Gulf

.

So far things had gone according to plan. But
the Japancse had a plan of their own. They were
marshaling all of their remaining strength in the
air and on the sca for a smashing counterattack
that was as daring as it was cunning. The com-
plex scheme called for cvery available land-based
enemy plane to hit our fleets. At the samc time
our sprawling invasion force in Leyte Gulf was to
be attacked by sca from two directions.

Early on October 24th the Americans noticed in-
creased enemy activity in the air. In fact the Japa-
nese  actually

regained  control  of the air for a

while at a0 particularly dangerous time. We  don-
bled om combat air patrols and put sixteen Tell-
cats on alert on each big carrier. Tt was fortunate
we did. Pight piots from Fighting 27 led by Lien-
tenant Carl Brown were flving CAP over the car-
ner Provecton when a

large “*bogie™ was reported.
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This turned out to be a Japanese attack force of

cighty planes, including Brown

sixtv-five  fighters.
intercepted the dangerous flight with his few POFs.
Fighting 27 shot down many of them. but help
was necded urgently. One enemyv bomber had al-

ready broken through and would make a direct

hit on the Prnceton. /:_.]

Help came in the form of seven more Hellcats
from the Fabled Fifteen off the /oy, Comman-
der David McCampbell cleared his guns and with

his wingman, Licutenant Royv  Rushing, took on

Carrier planes soften up Leyte beachhead
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Pilots in the ready room of their aircraft carrier

‘.

of the most violent week of aerial fighting in the
Pacific. Before it was over we had destroyed 650
enemy planes, and had lost only 89 of our own.
As October 20th drew close. a great American
armada formed at sea. From many bases in the
Pacific 700 ships converged on the island of Levie
Even from high in an airplane an observer could
not have seen all of the awesome fleet at once.
Admiral Thomas Kinkaid’s Seventh Fleet was to
be the attack force and also shepherd  this mam.-
moth convoy which was transporting 193 841 Army
troops toward the landing heaches. Halsey's Third
Fleet was to stand off and give general support.
Early on the morning of October 20th, planes
from  Mitscher’s carriers as well as Admiral 1T
Sprague’s threc  groups of escort carriers. which

were with the landing force, took off for Levte and

other islands in  the Philippines. The names of
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their targets had a  familiar ring - Nichols Field,

Subic Bav. Clark Field.

L_, A squadron of Helleats l"ighling 27 from  the

carvier Prnceton. couldn’t find anvthing to shoot at
over Manila. Tived  of  waiting Licutenant  Carl
Brown decided to light a cigarette. Then Brown
saw a large formation of Zeros “Fred.” he yelled
over his radio 1o squadron leader Licutenant Com-
mander Pred Bardshar, T e a welcoming com-
mittee topside.”™ Although  the Helleats were  out.-
numbered five to one, Bardshar called his fighters
together and  slashed  dirccty into the Japanese.
Planes began to fall from the sky over Manila -
thirtv-cight i all--and every one of  them was
Japanese. When it was all over, Brown noticed
that not one of the Fighting 27's Helleats was
missing. Then he felt something buin his Lips. Tt
was his cigarette. The whole fight had lasted just
as long as the cigarctte took to burn down. That
day the  Japanese lost sixty-six planes in the  ai
while only six of ours failed o return.

The landings on Leyvie's east coast near Taclo-
ban and Dulag were o success. General Mac Arthor
satled inwith the invasion foree aboard the N
vile. That afternoon he radioed  a message 1o all
the isdands: “"This is 1the voice of freedom. General
MacActhur speaking. People of the Philippines! 1

have returned. © .~ A little Tater he waded ashore
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Frederic A. Bardshar
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FMarsha L. Clark April 2
3795 Stanton Court
Simi Valley, Calif, 93036

Dear Mrs. Clark,

Fy first reaction to your letter of April 1, regarding ny ex-
periences on the USS Princeton (CVL 23%) was that I didrn't nave the tipe
and what would 1 say 7 I've had second thoughts and ax vwiliing tc give
it a trye. My contribution in trying to save the ship was nil, which has
always bothered me, 1 enjoyed the reunion in kKeno so zuch tnat tne menm=-
ory of that great ship has taken on new meaning.

My tour on the " Peerless F " was shorte. 1 jolned the eghip a
Eniwetok in early dJuly 19%4, so I was with the ship less than four morn
Ny memory of the people lu hazy. My closest friends were Vic loltcret,
Seymour Parsons, and ray Zgane

4
%

-
(9
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n

I was ordercd to the Princeton after reguesti ng sea duty whickh
I did because I missed promotion from Lt. to Lte Cmdr. ( the reascn was X
lack of sea duty )e At the time 1 was Froduction Electrcal Cfficer at

Ware Island Naval Ship Yard where I nad reported for active duty as an

Lnsign in April 1941, ( My commission datea from Auge. 1938, the rmonathn

I turned twenty-one, and two months after graduating from Starfo*" Lnlvcr51*y
in Flectrical Ingineering. ) After considerable correspondence I broke out

of the frozen job ashore when my orders came, . was looking forwara to

making the Navy my career.

'y preference was crulisers, I knew this clacs of ship from A to
Ze 1 had served vriefly on the USS Chester (CA 27 ), in 195%% but =y real
experience was as a ship repair officer at Mare Island. I saw muchk battle
damage beginning with two British cruiserc and then the damaged ghips
from Fearl Harbor, 1 was repair officer for the USS FHelena, UCS Indilan=-
apolis, USS Boise, USE Chicago and the UES Independence (CVL 22).

I expected orders to the Birmingham and was surprlsed wrhen or-
ders came to the Princeton. I knew little about aircraft carriers but I
knew the hull well and looked foreward to the adventure,

'y early naval reserve cruisee: were ac communications cificer
above docke, Junior Wetch officer, a mpre:riateresting spot to be tzaan in
the " black gang " below. iy three year active shore ascignrment insured
that I would be an enginecring officer., I reported abozard arnc in & matier
of 2 few days took over as " I " division officer, My battle station was
repair V, the repair station Just velow the forward part of tane hangar deck.

Crn the morning of Oct. 24 we werc called to gc at dawn, whicn
wag usual for a planned day of combat strikes, Repair . wac crampel, reaslly
Just a passageway selected for its location slightly foreward and above
the two fireroomz and engineroccms, Routinely men were tored and weuld
prefer to go baciz to their bunke or secure and go to breakfast, ~evair was
not an exciting place until the bomb hit,

There was no warning. Ve were shaken and deafened by a explosion
in what sounded to me like the hangar area just abovc us, !y first thcught
was that one of our planes or its armaments had let go bv accident, There
was a small scuttle door in the hatch from repair V to the hangar deck,

I opened this, stuck my head through to take a guick look arnd saw what

appeared to be a large fire aft, I assumed that the harngar deck renair
paztj wac in conirole. I walted orders and begar. checking by vhone zll <he
substalione of erngineering, It wac then I learnea we were Lit by an enemy

bomb and that there was trouble in the cngineering spaces, mostly smoke,
as well as the hangar decke
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I tried to contact the chief engineer, Cmdr, Wheeler, but with-
out success, Itlwac only a matter of minutes before we too were irn trouble,
The automatic sprinkler system in the hangar deck was working forpwarc, over
our heads, anc pouring tonc of vater on tne raging fire, fuccescive ex=
ploczions from gasoline and amrunition opened ur the hangar deck above Us
and scalding water began pouring 1nto Our areae.

T Lhzd been to firefiganter school at .Lreasure islzand in San ~ran-
cisco and knew how to contend with smoke and fire but I waz totally ur-
prepared for scalding water on the deck wnich burned our feet and ankiec
and @mde any kind of work impossible. 1 gave the order to mcve forewara
and away from the fire which was amidshipc. I knew the major gaccline
storage was foreward and below us butl T tnoupght it was far enough fore-

ward to be csafc,

Some men in repair V did not hear me or could not see becauce 01
the dense srmoke. T didn't realize that some were missing until we toos
cournt. Ensign ***** wagnted to try a rescue but the heat w toc interncse
and we had to give upe.

Leaving repair V wasn't eacy. %e got out by clircing on bulx=
head¢ boxes and fittings which were above the scalding water and by hanging
on to fixtures on the overhead, I wae tall and could hang from cavle racke
to keep my feet clear, Some of the shorter men suffered sever burnse

™ vas crowded on the forecastle deck. On the CVL class the fliglht
deck stops short of the forecacstle and we could see and taliz to the men
above uc on the flight deck. There was talk of abandonning ship but o
specific order was given, Some were jumping overboard,.

Three destroyers and a cruiser were coming close alongside to give
aid and to pick up men in the water. I watched tnis for a while while waiting
orders from those on the flight deck who seemed to have the best commun=
ications with Capte Buracker and knew the condition of the snipe.

Yeantime the fire was getting much worse and more were forced
to abandon ship. The USS Irwin was close aboard on the port side and I
made my decision to swim to here. I'm not a strong swimmer but the avy
had trained me how to go over the side,,to swim in heavy eceas witn fuel ol
en debris, and to clear a stricken ship and find a raft or whatever., I
made it to the Irwin by swimming around her bow to her port side and away
from the chaoc between her and the Princeton, Many were lost or injurad
in the sea between the shipse. I was too exhausted when I gol to the Irwin
to pull myself up., The sailor who had thrown me the line rulled me upe.

The next thins I knew I was on my back on the deck looking up at & familiar
face, 1t seemed unreal and for a moment I didn't know where 1 was. Tre

face spoke, ' Beckett, what the hell are you dolng here ? " It was the exec,
of tne irwin, Lt. Cmdr. John Tale Pie Hodapp, a classmate from Falo Aito
High Schoole I hadn't seen him since he went off to the Naval Academye

The Irwin ended up with , I think, three hundred survivors and the decks
were crowded and top heavy.

Capte Buracker sent a message that the repalr crews were to get
ready to reboard when the fires were controlled, The Eirmirngham went clogce
aboard up wind and prepared to put some of her repair crew aboards, Ths hulis
were identical., While 1 watched this the bombs in the aft elevator well
let goe 1t wac a huge explosion. This was the end , we would not rebcard.
ler stern was blown off but she remailned afloat.

The order camec to sink the DPrinceton. The Irwin was rderec to
fire a torpedo which she did but it circled and started to come towara the
Irwine Wreckage had damaged the Irwin and she had only one screw functional.
She went full ahead to pull out of the way moving very slowly at first as
the torpedo was closing at about forty knots. #e cleared but not by much.
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Then the USS Reno got the order and did the job. ( !y cousin was gurnery
officer on the Meno.)

Iricicental notes: When I first reporied anc met with Cap:i. Furacker
and Vic Foitorct they told me the gyro comapss hac a bac hatit of geing
berserk usually at a critical moment. they roped 1 could fix it, Ana dure
ing the weeks before we had been hit : had worked on the prcciem, 1t was an
intermittant fault, very hard to find, But I found ite. 4 small peice of
snarp mectal from boring holes in the deck to install ecuipmernt at tihe last

overhaul had wedged itself betweenihe cablec and worked its way intc the
insultation causing an intermittant short circuite The electricians mate
was eXtatic, we had fixed the darn thing! Tris was late ir tre day before
W& Were hit,
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That same day the clothes aryer nad burned oute. %it:s the large
Ship's crew and the aircraft crew the laundry was a vital pari of tre SZiTa
“& had no spare parte and it would be weeks before we could nhove for a re-
rlacements Two of the electricians mates found some wire thc right gize
and spent all night rewinding the motor, they had it inctalled and running

Just before we went to GU on Oct. 2ho "V division would have been herocs
that day if evertirc had been different. The clectrician mate wrno did most of
the repairs was lost with thne Ship,

The Irwin took us to Ulitni Atoll where we were put ashore on a
sandsp.t and left to wait for transportation., 1 got a severe sunburn; there

was no shade, There was lots of bezer at a smzll club tne karines hacd builts

cut little food, %e were there about three cays btefore toardirg the merchant
transport Cape liewenham. This was a micerable experience,

e stopped at Guam but were rnot allowec off the shize At first

erlisted men were not allowed above decxs but our cenior officere had

t changed, The merchant sailors were arrogant ana urnpleasant to all os us,
ir union rep. was particularly nasty and I thought that some of our nen
nt throw him overboard, Ve finally got torearl where we were greeted
warnly and were joinegd by the rest of the crew who arrived before us, Ther
there was the task of reports to make and letters to the families of thoze:
wro were lost,
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Ny promotion to Lt., Cmdr. care while 1 was at Tearle I.was stiil
officially attached to the Princeton sc it was endorsed oy Carte. Buracker,
[y subseguent duty was assisciant engineering officer on the
USC New York (BE 34) . Ve were at lwo Jima and Okinawva. The lev York was a

pre W 1 vintage ship constantly breaxing down and called M the bucket c¢f
belte Vs Drop a hammer and it would go right through the bottor,

The first atomic bomb fell or my virtnday fAuge €, 1Si5., That was
tne end of the war for me, 1 had the points and wae headea noze¢ and wac
separatecd from active duty on Septe %, 1945

I took some leave and started looszing for a jot anc tegan plannirng
a clvilian career. 4 job wac a first priority ac I had a wife ang
ren. 1 joined Wesix lLlectric Heater Coe as chief engineer, After fifteen
years 1 resigned and Joined Hewlett Pacikard Compary. 1 retired from I ¥
after twenty three years ( sixteer as dircer.- 0f governuent relations)e.

I am now in a new career in venturs Capital, having Jadned witn
ar old schoolmate, I have three sonc arna five grand daushterc a2l living
aezrbye. My second son went through CCS at llew Fort LT, arnd served in
Jietl lam waters on a DI

Fhile witn FP in Palo £lto I was involved in civic affaire and
was botrh a Slate and local transportation ccrriesioner within tune Eay Areaz.

Tellow commiccioner from Santa Clara C0e wac Adr, Inglie, sitipper of the
Yirmingham that ill-fated daye Ve reminisced atout our eXperiernceg, ¢ wac
celd and determircd to save the Princeten ars wignl nave nad cul bowb mag-
azine rot explodec,
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WATCH ON THE BRINE
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" WATCH'ON THE'BRINE

This is not an age of heroics. We are all pretty self-conscious
about patriotism - though one of my earliest memories is of vigorously waving
a flag at the Armistice Day parade%nding World War I. Now we are 80 used
to pictures of the horrors of war, to the threat of annihllation- because
of the atom bomb - that we forget there are moments of humor, excitement
and satisfaction evegfiattle. From my battle station aboard the aircraft
carrier Princeton in World War II, I would like to recall a few of the good
moments‘of the war in the Pacific, and - 1f you'll bear with me - even &

few heroics.

To begin at the ¢nd, several mplonths after my discharge from e

&

nt to play Bridge with some n fréends.

Navy in November 1945, wife and 1

The friends knew that en it was sunk{ but we had

had been“on the Princeton
not disciissed the way in any det 1. Therefore, /I was quite unp epared to
meet tHe two excited little so who had stayed up past bedtimeé to see g/éeal
Ygu As weé artived fof the Bridge game, the two litf{zéboyl huﬁ;
expdctantly ovey the bannisfer, then came downstairs to sa§ "Hello." /Their
said the older boy, "Mr. Bell's

ust like everyone else!"

Like almost every other man in my age group, 1 had gone into the
service in 1942.. The V-5 program of the Naval Reserve had been organized by
Commander Tom Hamilton to train civilian coaches and athletic directors to
be athletic officers aboard ships and at shore stations. My own four years
of coaching and teaching at Williston Academy in Easthampton, Massachusetts,

qualified me for the V-5 program, and with a large group of Reserve§ officers (

cadets, I underwent indoctrination and basic training at Chapg% Hill, North



Carolina, for six months.

The next assignment was almost too good to be true. In January
of 1943 I was sent for six months to the Naval Air Station in Daytona Beach,
Florida. Friends in more rugged assignments made plenty of remarks about
this good duty ashore: "What a way to spend the winter!" But by June of
1943 1 was looking forward to joining the aircraft carrier Princeton as
Athletic Officer.

v, S AE
Captain William Buracker, USS§#, describes the carrier in the
LY
National Geographic of August, 1945:

The Princeton ﬁégnn 1ife on the ways as a light cruiser. Early

in the war, the Navy desparately needed more flattops; so flight decks

were added to R8&¥ cruiser hulls and the Independence-class carrier
was born. Princeton was the second of these.

Our ship, about half the tonnage of a big Essex-class carrier,
carried only one squadron each of fighters and forpedo bombers. But
she had plenty of speed,

Built by the New York Shipbuilding Corporation of Camden, New
Jersey, she was chttstened by Mrs. Harold Dodds, wife of the President
of Princeton University, in honor of the Battle of Princeton, January
3, 1777, which followed George Washington's recrossing of the Delaware.

Her first commanding officer was Captain George Henderson, U.S.N.
After commissioning, he took the Princeton with her air group to the
Caribbean for a shakedown ruise. Most of the pilots and crew were
green; only a few had had battle experience. |-

It was at the close of the shakedown cruise in the Catibbean that I
reported aboard, just Zl the time the ship returned to the Philadelphia Navy
Yard, July 3, 1943. Until July 21 we reanined at the Navy Yard to make the
changes in gear and equipment which the shakedown cruise had shown to be
necessary}/

Those of you familiar with the Philadelphia area know that the Navy
Yard is quite a few miles south of the Willow Grove Naval Air Station where

STRYIN (- :
our Air Group was stying during this time. My first sight of our Air Group
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was unforgettablé:l‘hoéiwﬁifdiﬁimiginéd‘;t'iil. Instead of'tﬁe planes flying
to join us as we steamed down Delaware Bay, the planes were taxied under their
own power down the streets of Philadelphia like an army of bugs, wings folded
but wheels spinning, and then the planes were hoisted aboard the carrier.

At the time we left Philadelphia, we carried divebombers as well as
the fighter and torpedo bombers. However, our divebombers, the SBD's, proved
impractical from the standpoint of space, since their wings would not fold up.
When we reached Pearl Harbor in August, the dive bombers were removed from
the Patnceton and the other CVL's. Addttional fighters were transferred to us
to replace the dive bombers.

PANA M I
Our voyage from ghiladelphia to Pearl Harbor, by way of theA anal

Zane , tﬁgguneventful from the military standpoint. O§r planes flew combat

air patrols, anti-aubqfrine patro}n, and the pilots got valuable experience
taking off and landing. Aboard ship we had drills for every emergency: General
Quarters, when we would report ot our battle stations in preparation for enemy

DRILLS -
attack; fire-fighting dttlls; abandon ship drills.

My own particular job as Ship's Athletic Officer was to keep the pilots

in good physical condition and to arrange athletic events for all the officers

and men aboard. Before long I also began to study navigation, and eventually was
made Assistant Navigator. I therefore became qualified to lta;;:x:ck watches
while the ship was underway. This led to some exciting moments, when the Princeton

reached the combat area.

What was the combat situation in the Pacific late in the summer of 19437

',‘

Commander James Shaw, U.S.N.ﬁ has written:
" By the close of 1942, after the battles of Coral Sea, Midway, Eastern

Solomons and Santa Cruz had been fought, both Americans and Japanese expected



that carrier vs. varrier battles would be repeated. But these
flattop duels ceased abruptly with the end of the Guadalcanal
campaign, partly because both sides wished to rebuild their
depleted carrier strength and train new air groupgs,but mostly
because the first Allied offensives of 1943 in the South and
Southwest Pacific could be readily covered by land-based planes.

The Navy's shipbuilding program included 25 large Essex-
class carriers (27,000tons) and light carriers...built on
cruiser hulls. By the summer of 1943 these ships were joining
the Pacific Fleet and their arrival ushered in a new phase of
carrier warfare, the hit-and-stay offensive, %/

The Princeton along with the carriers Lexington and Belleau

VWood arrived in Pearl Harbor August 9. The Yorktown, Essex and Inde
pendence were there already. Operating fa%&het out in the Pacific were
the Saratoga and Entcrgriu:a The carrier fleet was building up fast. 8-
The Princeton began her active war ggéggifin the assault and
occupation of Baker Island in August and September 1943, The§§éyerall
plan‘cﬂi to constrict an air-strip on Baker Island so tﬁat the iolands
in the Gilbert Group %éuld be attacked by army bombers. In comp;ny with
the Belleau Wood, four destroyers and half a dozen transports loaded with
troops and equipment, we headed for Baker Island. As it turned out, Jap
air rcaistaﬁce was very light. Princeton pilots chof down three Jap planes
much to the envy of the Belleau Wood pilots who did not shoot down iny. 4
After Baker Island was occupied, we participated in some air
strikes against Tarawa and Makin in the Gilbert Islands. But during
the operation our catapult broke and we had to return to Pearl Harbor
Navy Yard for repairs and new orders.
On Octobér 10 we suddenly received secret orders to proceed
to Eupi:ttugSanto in the New Hebrides. There we joined the carrier
Saratoga and a number of other ships for & practice in joint operationms.

In November 1943 we really found ourselves in the thick of the fight



pébtecting landing;}ln the Solomons. With ﬁspfﬁ%tu kgnto as 53& base, we made
many stitkes against the Japanese ships trying to break up our landings g;t
Empress Augusta Bay. "Then,still in November, the Princeton joined our main
carrier force to give air cupport5%:§‘the Marines assaulting Tarawa and
for the occupation of other Gilbert Islands." 5
Captain Buracker give; an overall picture of this type of lctio;gg
" The role of the carriers in the Gilberts was a prelude for many
amphibious operations later. First we roamed the seag, knocking out
Jap aircraft, shippng, and installations; then we gage the immediate
objective a going r. During the approach and landing, our carriers
kept the air clear of Jap atrceaft and attacked any Jap ship, gun, 6/
pillbox, troop concentration or other target which might impede our forces.
We operated as part éf Task Force 58, To picture a task force you
must first imagine a task group composed of four aircraft carriers at the center
of a circle. Ringing t?e four cnrr?erl at a distance of about 2,000 yigds would
be up to six cruisers or gattlenhips. The outer circle of the task group was
made up of about eighteen destroyers. Our particular task group was designated
58.3. From our group's center position, we could just see the superstructures
of the ships in the other three groups éﬁpiliug ten miles away, each group at
a 120 degree aﬂ%le from the center of the task force. From high in the air
the task forée would look like three separate, bristling ciecles 1n£i triangular
formation, and a fourth bristling circle in the middle, .
;jf The effectiveielt of our %isk force seemed to increase with each operation.
The Gilﬁerc Islands were secured by the end of 1943. In January and February of 1944
the Princeton supported amphibious landings in the Marshalls; late in March we
| pr;;ceded to the Carolines, striking the Jap iilandlfof Palau, Yap and Woleai.1
Iﬁ May of 1944 the Princeton was ordered to Pearl Harbor for minor repairs.

: )
The pilots of Air Group 23 had fought ‘3;; combat missions and were due for replace-



e gl
ard again to rejoin our task force,

%

ment. AiréCr5&§a féinéijﬁéi
with orders to capture the Marinnai;

It was good to be back in the task force in the midst of our
screen of cruisers, battlewwgons and destroyers. During the day this was
a thrilling and reassuring sight. At night we kept our proper distances
by radar. But at the ﬁﬁ;ght of combat, there could be problems,

In June of 1944 thle making night strikes on Saipan in the
Marianas, I had a close call. June 15 was D-Day for the 2nd and 4th
Marine Divisions, lﬂd a rough day it was. Four days earlier we had destroyed
150 Jap planes, so that we were able to bring our ships in close enough to
the isla&&bto bombard the beaches. Yet the Jap resistance was fierce.

The Japs sent out a strike of Bettys that night against us. The
Bettys were tuiﬁ-engined tofpcdo planes., They flew low to the water so
that they would n;t be picked up early by our radar.

As soon as they were spotted on our radar screen, however, the
whole task group turned to meet the attack head-on. It is customary to
turn directly toward a contact like this or directly away from it in order
to present as small a tnrgecﬁ? the enemy as possible,

When the Bettys reached our circular screen of destroyers, they
kept coming right on down through the task group. All of the ships opened

fire on them. I have never seen such a display of fireworks. The multé

‘colored tracers looked like thousands of Roman candles going off all over

the place. The entire spectacle looked like a July fourth celebration
exploding all at once.

A few of the planes finally reached a point in between the Prince-
ton and two ;i the battlewagons, the Indiana and the North Carolina, which

were off our port bow about fifteen hundred yards. I could see by the tracers
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that we were going to be hit by the ggn-fire from either of both of our own battle-

wagpns so I shouted to the men, "Hit the deck!"

Almost immediately the Princeton was hit. Fortunately the splinter shield
on our battle station saved our lives. A large hole was blown in our ship about
eighteen inches from me. Another shell or two hit the splinter f}:ll—f:g and

Wouy DIVG

splattered like shrapnel, killing two men and woulding several others who were
directly aft of us at a gun sponson.

There were other casualities aboard the Princeton as a resu égof this
action and all were caused by the gun fire from our own ships. This was understand-
able in an engagement of this na lure,, but one incident that occurred in connection
with it has made a lasting impression on me.

All during the attack we were, of course, at Ganeral Quarters. Our
medical officer with the rank of full Commander was supposed to be in the Ward
Room which was to be used as an operating room. Instead he was out watching
the fireworks and was %j superficially in the leg.

He later received the Purple Heart for this, but I have felt rather
cynical about the whole thing., Our medical officer could havé been killed
instead of being m:n ;k then would have had no surgeon to take care of
our other casualities. In effect, he was decorated for not being at his
battle station during General Quarters, and could have caused the death of
some other men who needed his treatment.

When the battle for Saipan was over - at least the Navy's part- we
knew that the Japanese would try to ;To; *g:;'c from further activities in the
Marianas. Aboard ship we tried to get some rest while planes were refueled '

AND
for another emergency. #dm the ships were literally scrubbed down with large

Navy mops.

At sbout this point, General Quarters was rung because a submarine
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periscope had been sighted by the ship :;; just shead of us. We braced for the

attack., Suddenly the periscope came closer - and turne&ﬁ%ut to be a mop handle
which had slipped overboard in the general confusion.

Even with a few days' rest, we knew the Japs would soon make an all-
out effort to stop the effextiveness of our'ta.k force. With almost all the
Pacific islands still in Japanese control and'@il@;&heir Mobile Fleet at peak
strength, their plan was to send carrier-based planes eastward against our
fleet, bomb our ships, fly the planes to island bases for refueling and rearming
and hit us again on their return trip. This plan was called by the Japanese
"A-Go Operation."

On June 15 Japanese Admiral Toyiha sent this message to his flag and
commanding officers:

On the morning of the 15th a strong enemy force began landing in the
Saipan-Tinian area. The Combined Fleet will attack the enemy in the Marianas
area and annihilate the énvasion force. Activate A-Go Operation for
decisive battle. /o

Four days passed before the battle took place. On the American side
Admiral Raymond Spruance in command of the S5th Fleet and Admiral Marc Mitscher
in command of Task Force 58 had decided to watch and wait, not wanting to go 30
far from Guam and Saipan as to endanger our amphibious forces there. Naval his-
torians still argue the wiododwzl this defensive measure, We were‘fully ready for
Jap attack, yet didn't know just where it would be.

The official Naval hiqtorian, Samuel Elfot Morison, says, 'The usual
tenseness that precedes a battle was enhanced by a feeling akin to exasperation
over the failure of air search to discover the Japanese." !

Early on the morning of June 19, however, our combat air patrol and

air search radar reported large numbers of Jap carrier planes coming from

the west,



Our skipper, Captain Buracker, had decided to keep the Princeton's
crew and officers informed of all the day's developments via the P.A. system .
Before long he announced that there were many bogeﬁ, on the screen and ghortly
thereaftef}that our task force fighters were engaged in intercepting the
Japanese planes.

(At this point let me remind you that Task Force 58 was divided into
four task groups - 58.1, 58.2, 58.3, and 58.4., Without this information
the continuance of this narrative would be pointless.)

The next announcement that came over the P,A, system was "Fifty-
eight point one is now under attack!"

Almost immediately the next report came forth, "Fifty-eight point
two now under attack!™

The next words I heard were not over the P,A, system, but were
equally loud, and they came from the mouth of my favoritg/é%&?ééﬂ mess attendant
| whos battle station was at the gun sponson just aft of my battle station.

"WMo's we?" he shouted.

When I replied, "We're fiftyweight point three, " there was just a
moment's pause before his voice came back.

"Oh - oh!"

As it turned out, my mess attendant had a good day, but for the
Japane;e the battle on the nineteenth of June was a catastrophe. Four hundred
and two of their planes were lost, We called it the Great Marianas Turkey Shoot.
The Princeton pilots alone knocked down twenty-seven enemy planes and the guns

BvrwepDinlesge

of our ship accounted for three more, althaugh wn—%ots\two of our pilots. Not

one of the American ships was seriously damaged, and only eighteen American
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pilots and six aircrewmwn lost their lives in this major action.

You can imagine the excitement aboard our ships. The pilots were

& 5,

issued two bottles of beer apiece to cadm them down% qi%'a Cele BRATE .

We were more than ready to go% on the attack, search out the Jap
fleet and do as much damage as possible before enemy planes and pilots could
be replaced. "Unluckily," writes Morison, 'the great weakness of the U.S. carriers
here as at Coral Sea and Midway was search. It was not until 1600 (4 PM) on the
following day, June 20, that Mitscher had any useful intelligence of his enemy
from search planes." 19

And here was the problem in Admiral Mitscher's Action Report:

y Taking advantage of this opportunity ab.destroy the Japanese fleet

was going to cost us a great deal in planes and pilots because we

were launching at the maximum r;nge of our aircraft at such a time

that it would be necessary to recfvef them after dark. This meant

that all carriérs would be recovering daylight-trained air groups

at night with consequent loss of some pilots who were not familiax

with night landing and who would be fatigued at the end of an extreme-

ly hazardous and long mission. 14

Yet Mitscher knew the strike must be made., He concluded a little
pep talk at 4:10:- "Give 'em hell, boys. Wish I were with youz"'5

It took two precious hours of daylightéaﬂsrto reﬁih the Japanese
ships. As the sun set a furious air-surface battle took place, and the Jap

$

carrier_Hiyo was sunk by four planes from the Belleau Wood. Sigty-five additional
Japanese planes were destroyed, Admiral Ozawa in command of Operation 3@00 saw
" his air power reduced from four hundred and thirty planes on the morning of June
19 to thirty-five planes on the evening of June 20.

The American pilots struggling back through the darkness iiev they had

achieved a great victory, but they never guessed what a welcome they would have.

For the first and last time in the war all the lights of the carriers were turned



on. "The carriers turned on truck lights, glow lights to outline flight decks,

and red and green running lights, and flashed signals to identify themselves...."'b'
Planes were given orders to land on any carrier available; planes from eight or
nine different carriers ended up on the same flight deck. As fuel ran out,

some planes ditched into the sea, and the blinking of 1ittle flashlights from
1ife rafts and from pilots swimming in the water made the sea look like "'Z#‘
meadow full of fireflies in June." .

It was a hectic night. Deck crashes and ditching took a heavier toll
of men and planes than the battle itself. When all losses were totaled up)uiipeen
pilots and thirty-three séncrewmen had given the?r lives the second day of the
Battle of the Philippine Sea. '

As to the outcome of thg battle, Morison writes:

T

!' The immediate reaction in Task Force 58 to the Battle of the
Philippine Sea was one of disappointment and vexation. Admiral
‘Clark, only ten days after, tdd this writer, "It was the chance of
a century missed." Admiral Mitscher thus concluded his action
report: '"The enemy escaped. He had been badly hurt by one
aggressive carrier strike, at one time he was within range.

His fleet was not sunk.‘! |3

The argument went on and so did the war. In August of 1944 Admiral
Spruance was relieved by Admiral William F. Halsey, Jr., and the Princeton
becnme‘a part of Halsey's 3rd Fleet.

// . The operations of the summer were bringing us closer to the Philippines.
Thg& early in October we met an enemy more savage than the Japanese = a Pacific
typhooﬂ We had received orders to proceed to Ulithi Atoll which was to be used
as a hhrbor 6i‘and advanced base for the fleet., Our ships wer the first to enter

the atoll :1nce it had been receﬁtly taken away from the Japanese.

/ j We ﬂuék,no maps or charts of our own to make the entrance, but
o .

!./l
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had to rely solely on Japanese charts that had been taken from them., Luckily
the charts were fairly accurate and we had no difficulty.

Each ship was given a '"berth" which was no more than an indication
on the chart where wef were to anchor. The Princeton found its berth and let
go anchors. All was well for awhile, but the wind kept gaining in velocity.

Before long the wind had increased to such intensity that some of
the ships were dragging anchor and were floating around endangerihg other ships,
Shortly the order was received to get undetwfy and put to sea so that we could
ride out the typhoon in open water.

It seemed that a typhoon was coming in the direction of Ulithi. The
$.0.P., A, wisely decided to get under;;T%m the ocean so we would at least not be
in the worst of the storm area. I'm sure the atoll would have been a disater
area if we had remainéd ‘in the an¢chorage'

The typhoon was fierce. We were fortunate that we did not have to
ride it out in the center of its path., The peoer deatroye;l took;hhe worst beating.
They seemd to disappear completely under water; they looked like submarines just
coming to the surface after each wave. Even the cruisers and battlewagons had
green water over their bows.

Aboard the Princeton we were better off than those on the smaller ships.
All of our plznes had to be double-laghed to the deck to keep them from e&pp&fng'+]ffﬂ
into the sea. We had green water over our bow,too, and the water was splashing
over tﬁe forward part of the flight deck.

For those who are unfamiliar with the nautical terms, the "pitch" is
the forward and backward motion as in a rocking chair. The "roll" is the side to

side motfon. At the worst of the storm our roll was 34 degrees. If you can

o
imagine the flight deck i{n a roll from port 1& starboard so that it pointed



up to the sky at an angle of 34 degrees, you have some idea of the intensity
of the typhoon.

There were a few bumps and bruises as some men were tossed and
buffeted around the ship., In fact, we ;fltd there were some men washed over-
board from one of the other ships. The;e was also é&nor damage to some of the
ships, but nothing that couldn't be repaired while underway.

Even with all this pounding the 7th and 3rd fleets were at peak
strength for the Battle of Leyte Gulf beginning October 24, Our fleets were %@
once again protecting amphibious landings and this time there was a special
element of drama. General MacArthur had promised to return to the Philippines;
thig was his return.

Everyone ha.\leen the pigture. of the General wading ncﬁ:re that
memorable day. Unfortunately, a lot of other people got wet, too.‘

On October 24, 1944, our carrier task group was steaming close to
the eastern shore of Luzon Island. Our plan of attack was to get close enough so that
we could launch an attack against parts of the Japanese fleet which we knew to be

ugﬁé‘T?w;estern shore of Luzon.

That morning we were flying the combat air patrol for our group when
word came from radar plot that many, many bogeys were coming ;; our direction,
evidently from Manila. Actually there were close to one hundred Jap planes in
the attack. The other carriers scrambled their fighters and we scrambled what
we had left,

Qur planes were first to make the interception. All of the fighters did
an outstanding job and knocke%f:;f';ut ten or fifteen pianen which turned back
toward Luzon. All of thep, I say, escept ono!'uhich evidently escaped our

.y
fighter planes and had gotten into the clouda‘ﬁbovc our task group where the



planeg couldn't be picked up by our radar.

About 9:40 AM I happened to be looking up into the sky from my
vantage point on the forward port corner of the flight deck, and I spotted the
lone Jap plane in a dive on the Princeton. It was following the longitudinal
axis of our carrier, coming in on our bow in a shallow idve. Other men, inclu-
ding our‘fbokouta, saw it at the iame time, but it was too late to take any
evasive n;tion, for the clouds were low.

I followed the plane with my eyes and could see the bomb strapped under
the plane's fuselage. I saw the bomb as it was released, and I watched the
plane pull out of its dive., Our gyns opened fire on the plane, but we were too
late. The bomb went through our flight deck near the after elevator, went
through the hangar deck and exploded just underneath {t,

You would not think one five hundred pound bomb could do much
damage to an aircraft carrier; that depends on where the bomb hits. This one
bomb happened to hit a vulnerable spot. The explosion set the hangar deck on
fire and wrecked the sprinkler system of the hangar deck oimuahaneoutly.

That morning our torpedo planes vereﬁj!:ildtamaﬁready for the strike
which we were going to make, but when the Jap planes made their nttack)our
fighters had intercepted them. It was then necessary to have our‘i;ghtert
land, refuel and rearm, for they were going to‘fly cover for our bombers. In
order to land our éightern, we had to §§t the loaded torpedo planes down on the
hangar deck. And they were there when the bomb struck and the fire started,

without our sprinklerg‘opertting,the fire spread quickly. Before long
one or'more,tbrpedoel exploded, blowing up the after elevatoé. The fire was
raging below decks. Ammunition 1ni;hat we call the ready magazines seemed to

be exploding all the time. The fire kept pushing the men forward on the carrier.



The next major explosion came when more of the torpedoes blew up, shattering
the forward elevator.

Rear Admiral Sherman had to proceed with his strike, but he detached
the cruiser Reno and three destroyers to give help and protection to us after
we were hit. Later, when he realized how badly we were hit, he also sent
the cruiser Birmingham a@d another destroyer to our aid.

The Birmingham came along our port side to help fight the fire with
her hoses; the destroyer Morrison came along the starboard side to do likewise.
More trouble followed: the Morrison's superstructure csught inbetween our stacks
and later had to be pulled loose by another destroyer. Both ships were doing a
remarkable job in fighting the fire, making slow but steady progrill. At this
crucialiiime another group of bogeys was sighted on our radar screen.

Evidently the Jap piloé?ilo had hit us radioed to his base that there
was & crippled carrier off Luzon. A group of about a dozen more planes came
after us. However, friendly fighters knocked them all down and none of them
got close to us.

When the bogeys first sppeared on our radar lcré;n. the Birmingham
and the Morrison pulled away from us, so that they would be free to maneuver or
take evesive action. The fire built up in intensity during this time. Then
the Birmingham attempted to come alongside again after the Jap planes were
knocked down.

Just as the Birminghsm came abreast of our after elevator, the worst
explosion so far occurred as our reserve bomb and torpedo stowage blew up together.

Tbe whole starboard side of the Birmingham was hit with fragments like
shrapnel; and some holes blown in the ship were one to two feet in diameter. Their

P
Capétin had warned his men to stay below decks, except the ones who were to fight



the fire. But we @ii know about Curioiify. In this one explosion the
Birmingham suffered two hundred and twenty-nine dead and four hundred and
twenty injured.

During this same explosion serious caluaitigl took place on the
Princeton, At the beginning of the operation some days earlier, Captain
John Hosking had come aboard our ship with orders to relieve Captain Buracker />\
wien the Leyte Gulf operation was over. The tremendous explosion threw
Captain Hoskins to the deck and then a large fragment of the flight deck almost
severed one leg above the ankle, He had applied a tourniquet by himself to stop
the bleeding; when the senior medicgl officer reached théiggptain, the E;bt'ylz
amputated then and there. The capf;in t;u ived no anelthétic or painkiller
ti11 he was being removed to another ship. IHis bravery was an inspiration to
every man who knew what he was suffering.

Later on in the war when a new Bssex-class carrier was christened
the Princeton, Captain John Hoskins was made its skipper. He was one of the
very few men with an artificial leg ever given command of a fighting ship.
He surely deserved this tribute from ihe Secretary of the Navy,

- Back on the burning Princeton ;;: was decided that 1t would be futile
to &/ to save the ship. M‘gﬁfm passed to abandon ship; the men did not
need a second command! Some had gone overboard earlier, but most of them
were crowded on the forward part of the ship and went over the side in the
recom&ended manner of g?ing down lines.

Many of the men were spread over a wide area of the ocean as some had
Jumped early when we were still underway. Some men were in groups swimming
together, some in 1ife rafts and some just floating in ther life jackets

hoping to be picked up by one of the cruisers or destroyers which had been



left to help us.

My battle station was what is called BAT 2 or secondary control station.
if anything happened to put the bridge out of order, I was to take control of
the ship from this spot, just off the forward port corner of the flight deck.
Actually, BAT 2 was supposed to be the battle station of the Executive Officer,
but he preferred to be in Radar Plot.

Jiten .

%ﬁﬁ I was about ready to abandon ship, I put on the only life jackét
left at our battle station. At the time, I didn't realize that EXECUTIVE OFFICEI&
was stencilled across its back.

One of my best friends aboard ship was the Commanding Officer of the
detachment of Marines, Capcain Sain Jaskilka. (Incidentally, he is now a #uii Y -Star
qenevel, assisTant Comrmandant of The Manine Corps. F;f_ ReTIREY 12/

) His battle
Juwve 1975, .
station was aft of mine, and he had come forward to my spot as the fire kept ™
sweeping in our direction. We decided to abandom ship together when the word

was given. . -

We went down lines fairly close to each other and % the water

almost simultaneously. Although I was a fairly good athlete in those days,

I had never been a competent swimmer. The ocean was choppy, the roll of the

ship dunked us up and down on those lines as though we were toys, and if it

hadn't been for Sam's encouragement, I might not be here to relate all this. /
» . As it was, we spent about twenty minutes in the water struggling away

from the Princeton, heading toward the destroyer Irwin till we were near enough

to grasp the cargo net slung over the side. When I finally pulled myself over

the rail, I was so tired I couldn't budge.

My own r}ception aboard the Irwin surprised me: officers and men

were §0 solicitous of my welfare. Soon they started talking g sbout forming



a boarding party of our men in case we decided to go back aboard the Princeton.
About this time I realized I still was wearing the Exccutive Offfcer's life
jacket,

| Des£§oy1ng the crippled Princeton was the last horror of the day.
Morison describes this vividly:

! In order not to leave her a derelict, Admiral Sherman ordered
this gallant light carrier, which had shared his glory and old
Saratoga's in the memorable 1943 strike on Rabaul, to be destroyed
with torpedoes.

Destroyer Irwin, cramped and crowded with some 600 survivors,

was given the job. Unfortunately her torpedo director had been
so pounded alonside Princeton as to be useless. She stopped
broadside to the carrier one milwe away and fired No. 1 torpedo,
which curved left and hit the Princeton's bow. The second torpedo
missed astern. Third torpedo porpoised, broached and headed back
directly for Irwin. The Captain rang up flank speed and hard left
rudder, and the "fish" passed sabout 30 feet away on a parallel

[ course. ‘Whatever morale was left in the 600 survivors vanished
in those few seconds!" Nos. 4 and 5 missed ahead. The track of
No. 6, unbelievably, was identical to that of No. 3 and missed
Irwin by a closer margin., More than one survivor was thinking
of taking drastic action on the bridge, when the task group
comnander relieved Irwin of her sinking assignment. 14

Finally the Reno was ordered to launch a spread of torpedoes. When
:ﬁ::: hit, the Princeton blew up completely, with only & slab of the flight
deck tilting gracefully into the sea and settling, we presume, in the depths
of the Philippine trench,

Night fell and we steamed away from the battle area. On that last
day tHe. Prtncet:on Iad lost 10 officers and 98 mcn from & crew of 1500 :ww«. were
headed for Guam and eventually a 30-day Survivdr'c Leave in the United States.

®
Although some of the Princeton ‘s men were sent to sea again, most of Jus



were given shore assignments.

The ending was both real and apparent., I had locked my wrist-watch
and other valuables safely in my vault aboard the Princeton and now my watch
was not on the brine but under the brine.

clossed
I have not weer the Pacific Ocean since returning from the tour of

_ go v
duty I have dexcribed., But I hope someday to/back and retrace the path of

the Princeton in the Pacific. Next time I'll take a camera.
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Henry R. Bellavance
3 Asselyn Rd.
Scarborough, Maine 9L9Th

883-.2581 (207 area code)

I was in repair 5 attached , on the starboard side on the sculler 3
my primary purpose vas to flood magazines in the event of any hits, on the ghip or
vhen 1 was relayed a message to flood all magazines, On that particular morning, I
heard a tremendous roar of the hit, the xkgx bounced quite a while, I wason my hands
and knees, I looked up and I saw all sorts of xkt fire shooting right out., and then

I heard someone come awkx down and say get away from the area, bomb hit this xmx area.

I aidn't know exactly wheee ,kxmiixmx there was no lights, smoke was heavy, I looked
across the door, the door opened from aft from the forward part of the mess deck,
on the starboard side, I seen the sode fountain gates fall right over., Immediately

I fllooded all magazines. I started going aft, I opened the hateh going to Rl R2

division, it was dark, smokey, no lights, only battle lights, I was proceeding on,
in the meantime I had run into Lt., Bradley, our division officer, he told me to make sure
I had all the hoses lined oﬁt, meke sure we had water for the fire mains. In the
meantime I could feel the heat, smoke, =20 I grabbed a cloth and held it smwmidx
around my face, to hold back the smoke. Lt. Bradly told me he would proceed down the
aft stairway to make sure these men were out of there because communication was
cut off. He went on and I procedd on aft underneath the flight deck on the i mmxk
deck. I opened the hatchway going to the hangar deck. As soon as I opened that
heavy hatch I loocked up and there was a torpedo plane on fire. I immediateyly closed ﬁhe
hateh, went back down, and proceeded on further underneath the elevator deck, I

- dontinued totoward the ship fitters sop and I heard a tremendous explosion,

sounded like it was forwmrd of me, I was proceeding back. Then I knew that Lt.
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_into the gun wells, I seen people in the water, there xxm were all Jemping off.‘ I was

A . »

nashville 13-13-13 Ao

Bradley and the others owuld never come back cut, so I proceeded on aft,
trying to get to the after quarter, but I couldnt, I was isolated, so I continued on back to {

the ship fitters shop and I went toward the port side aft of the elevator, went up top aside

dbawtz on board about 45 minutes to an hour to get to this ares. I heard another fremendous
explosion, fire went around my face, my arms, I felt something hit my hand, I see someobyd
down below struggling, apparently he didn't know know how to swim, he was struggling to
stay above water,

I jumped off the flight deck gun well and as soocn 8as T Jupmed off I immeidately
pwceeded to help this young fellow I knew x was struggling., I didn't have no
life jacket, my gun gone, I'd taken my hat off before I jupmed in so I woulnd't amwkx
choke to death..

I saw a peice of floating log come by. I took that pilece of fxmxfxixx floating log
and I gave it to the young @llow that was struggling, he coulndt stay up in the water,,
was going up and down. So there was a life raft come by , I put him on the life raft
and I took the plece of log and I continued on until I saw the chief in the vater, (who?)
his side was cut open. I rpoceeded back to the life raft and put him on im it and
I continud on with this piece of log. In the meantime I floated around for x quite a
while until the USS Gatling icked me up.

got pmxpmEexkwxxk purple heart - wounded in back of neck and hands, ¥
Shrapnel removed on board Gatling.

Ho. 22 on chart

(550 el )
Cannizzaro from Saint Points NY
Buck & Carol Glands, from Whiteing , INd.
Jerry & Caroline Tell from Grand Rapids, Mich,
Hank Popham from Fountain Valley, CA

John & Helen Duncan, Garfield, NJ
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Les Blythe CAG27

Real name is Robert L. Blythe, Ensign

On Oct. 24th we were involved in a predawn launch. Red Shirley
was the division leader. On several intercepts shot down at
least two planes. Men were sent on an intercept back toward the
Philippines «c¢liming to altitude 20 to 25000 feet and intercepted
a large group of Jap planes coming into the fleet. That got
into a big dogfight and we shot down quite a few planes. I
think, that day, I shot down three. The first one we shot down,
we shared credit for. We shot it down on intercept on patrol
and two of the planes in dogfighting that I saw burn. One on
the initial run when we first rolled over and went in on them

we hit the top cover and I closed in on one of those so I couldn't
miss and shot him down. We broke off from that run and we were
all scattered all over the place. By the time I got back to the
main flight, T can,t remember the guy's name, but I picked up
one of the new guys in the squadron. He had a plane on his tail
chasing and I closed on him as it turned so I could shoot the
plane off his tail. He joined up with me. I don't think he was
shot up, just excited. We endedup going back to the fleet and
being told to orbit about 20 miles from the fleet. before we
got there, they told us to come on in but to use every recog-
nition signal on approach. I landed back aboard just a few

minutes before the bomb. I was in the ready room when it hit.

Q: How did you feel about Burracker and Murphy?

A: They were fine people. I didn't have any close contact with

them. My contacts were with squadron officers and the commander.

Q: do you have any stories you can relate about other battles

you guys fought in?

A: I missed the fight in the Marianas Turkey Shoot. I can
tell you a sad story there. There was myself and Robert hill

and a couple of others, about 6 or 8 of us in the ready room



Les Blythe CAG27 cont.

when they first sounded general quarters on the morning of the
Marianas Turkey Shoot. When they realized there was a big

group of planes coming in, they went to general quarters and told
the people in the ready room to man the aircraft. After we got
in the planes, they delayed the launch. Then by that time the
rest of the people had come up to the ready room. The exec got
their division together and came up and relieved us in the planes
and they took off on the turkey shoot. we just missed that. We
did fly in the afternoon, but things had pretty well quieted

down.

One story that you might find interesting is that several of us
including Townsend, who was a real good pilot, never got to
qualify on carriers until we got to the fleet on Espiritu Santo.
We were trained on the east caost and then went to the west

coast for carrier training. We got checked out in Corsairs, but
were shipped out before we qualified for carriers. We went to
Pearl and then to Espiritu Santo. We were there a couple of
months when the Princeton came in. They gave us training- that
was Commander Curtis. They brought some planes ashore. In a
days operation, they checked us out on carrier landings. I think
I made four landings and Townsend made two. 1 went out with

the Princeton for about 6 weeks as part of VF23. Then we went
back to Pearl and VF23 was relieved. Because we were only out
for a short time, we didn't go back to the States. I think you
had to be out for 3 or 4 months to qualify to go back. We stayed
at Pearl and were pecked up by V£27. We actually were in both

air groups that served on the Princeton.
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